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My Beloved Brothers and Sisters 
in the Risen Lord, 

          Christ is risen and death 
has been defeated! Christ is risen 
and the dead are liberated from 
Hades! Christ is risen and human-
ity has been reconciled with the 
Creator! Salvation came to Earth 
born in a manger in a cave and 
was buried in a tomb in a cave. 
Lips that He had formed reviled 
Him. Hands that He had fashioned 
beat Him. His chosen whom He 
had delivered rejected Him. Yet, 
through this all He saved us. 

 The glory of Christ’s third-
day resurrection is that it is a fulfill-
ment of all that He preached on 
Earth: mercy, love, sacrifice, and 
forgiveness. The Paschal flame 
offers to each of us the light of this 
basic truth, that “ God so loved 
the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.”  (John 
3:16) This is the joy of Pascha! 
That we were given hope where 
there was despair, light where 
there was only darkness, and life 
where there was death. 

 In the glory of the Resur-
rection of Christ, with persever-
ance and fasting, love and forgive-
ness, let us all come forward on 
Great and Holy Pascha as one 
family of the Greek Orthodox Par-
ish of Hunterdon County and re-
ceive the light from the unwaning 
light and glorify Christ, Who is 
risen from the dead. May our 
voices resonate throughout the 
midnight air that Orthodoxy is in-

indeed flourishing and that our Paschal flame 
burns ever so brilliantly as we proclaim with all of 
our soul and heart: 

 It is the day of Resurrection!  Let us 
be glorious in the splendor of the feast!  Let 
us embrace one another.  Let us speak also 
to those who hate us.  In the Resurrection let 
us forgive all things.  And so let us sing:  
Christ is risen from the dead, by death tram-
pling upon death, and to those in the tombs 
granting life. 

 The esteemed members of the Parish 
Council, Philoptochos and GOYA join me in ex-
tending to each and every one of you a most 
blessed Holy and Great Pascha. May the jubila-
tion of His glorious Resurrection fill your hearts 
with heavenly bliss and divine peace. 
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· Saturday, April 19—Saturday of 
Lazarus—9am Orthros, 10am 
Divine Liturgy 

 Sunday School/Community 
 Breakfast/Congregation 
 Makes Palm Crosses 

· Sunday, April 20—Palm Sunday, 
8am Orthros, 9am Divine Liturgy 

· Sunday, April 29—Palm Sunday, 
6pm Bridegroom Service 

Holy Week 

· Holy Monday, April 21—
Bridegroom Service—7pm 

· Holy Tuesday, April 22—
Bridegroom Service (Hymn of 
Kasiani) - 7pm 

· Holy Wednesday, April 23—Holy 
Unction—7pm 

· Holy Thursday, April 24—The 12 
Gospels/Crucifixion—7pm 

· Holy Friday, April 25—Royal 
Hours—9am 

· Holy Friday, April 25—Un-nailing 
Service (Apokathelosis) - 3pm 

· Holy Friday, April 25—
Lamentations Service—7pm 

· Holy Saturday, April 26—9am 
Orthros, 10am—St Basil’s Liturgy 

 Father speaks to the chil-
 dren about Pascha 

 Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

· Holy Saturday, April 26—
Resurrection Service/Divine Lit-
urgy—11pm 

· Holy Pascha, April 27—Agape 
Service—12:30pm 

  

Paschal Services 
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Publication Reminder: 

The Covenant is published four times a year. Please submit announce-
ments electronically to Editor Vasilios Panageas at vpanageas@go-
church.org. The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County reserves the 
right to edit, alter or reject any content. 
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�
The Greek Orthodox Parish of  

Hunterdon County 

Services Held at Allerton United Methodist Church 

104 Allerton Road and Route 31 

Annandale, NJ 08801 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2505 

Flemington, NJ 08822 
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 Over the years, we have memorized important 
holiday and celebration dates due to their annual con-
sistency in time. We know that Christmas is celebrated 
every December 25, New Year’s, every January 1, 
American Independence Day (July 4), and loved ones 
birthdays and anniversaries (although on occasion we 
sometimes forget a spouse’s birthday or wedding anni-
versary). 

 Why is it though of all the holidays, Easter is 
not celebrated on the same date every year? 

 We know from the New Testament that Jesus’ 
death and resurrection happened around the time of 
the Jewish feast of Passover. According to Matthew, 
Mark and Luke’s Gospels, the last meal Jesus shared 
with his disciples was a Passover meal, while John’s 
Gospel says that Jesus died on the feast of Passover 
itself. In those days, the Jews celebrated Passover on 
the “14th day of the first month” in accordance with the 
Bible’s commands (see Lev. 23:5, Num. 28:16, Josh. 
5:11). The months of the Jewish calendar each began 
at new moon, so the 14th day would be the day of the 
full moon. The first month, Nisan, was the month that 
began from the spring new moon. In other words, the 
Passover was celebrated on the first full moon following 
the vernal equinox and was therefore a movable feast. 

 Early sources tell us that this very soon led to 
Christians in different parts of the world celebrating 
Easter on different dates. As early as the end of the 
2nd century, some churches were celebrating Easter 
on the day of Passover itself, whether it was a Sunday 
or not, while others would celebrate it on the Sunday 
that followed it. By the end of the 4th century there 
were four different methods of calculating the date of 
Easter. In the year 325, the Council of Nicaea at-
tempted to bring in a unified solution that would retain 
the link with the date of Passover as celebrated in Je-
sus’ time. Eventually, therefore, Easter’s date was es-
tablished as movable. 

 The Council of Nicaea established that the date 
of Easter would be the first Sunday after the full moon 
following the vernal equinox.  

Greek Orthodox Easter Traditions 
 Hard-boiled eggs, dyed deep red to symbolize 
the redeeming blood of Christ, are a Greek (or Eastern 
Orthodox) tradition at Easter. The egg is further symbolic 
in that it is an emblem of the Resurrection: it contains life 
motionless; in like manner, after being motionless in the 
grave, the resurrected come forth with new life. On 
Easter, the general greeting "Christos Anesti!" (Christ is 
Risen!) and the reply "Alethos Anesti!" (Truly He is 
Risen!) are heard among the faithful. 

 A favorite game among family and friends is for 
everyone to hold one of the red eggs tightly in his or her 
hand with the point showing. Each tries to crack the 
other's egg. The winner is the lucky one who successfully 
escapes having his or her egg cracked.  

Mayeritsa 
 Mayeritsa is the traditional soup that is made to 
be eaten after the midnight resurrection service on Easter 
Saturday.  

 The traditional Easter Sunday meal is a whole 
roasted lamb on a spit served over burning hot coals. 
After 40 days of fasting from meat, the mayeritsa pre-
pares people’s stomachs, as it is designed to get the di-
gestion system used to meat protein again. The soup is 
made up of lamb parts that would otherwise go to waste. 
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THE GREEK ORTHODOX PARISH OF HUNTERDON COUNTY’S 

4th ANNUAL 
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SATURDAY 

MAY 3rd 

12:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

SUNDAY 

MAY 4th 

12:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

RAZBERRY’S BANQUET CENTER 
ROUTE 12, FLEMINGTON, NJ 

A TASTE  

OF GREECE IN 

HUNTERDON COUNTY 

· Delicious Greek Food & Desserts 

· Children’s Amusements 

· Greek Dancing  & Folk Dancing 

· Vendors & Imported Items 

· Free Parking & Admission 
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For More Information 
Visit 

WWW.GO-CHURCH.ORG 

Or Call 908-782-9741 
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�� he Greek Orthodox Parish of 
Hunterdon County kicked off 

a Capital Campaign on April 16 to 
raise $3 million to purchase a prop-
erty and build place of worship in 
Hunterdon County. 

 To meet the current and fu-
ture projected needs of their growing 
community, The Greek Orthodox 
Parish of Hunterdon County has em-
barked on the first phase of its Capi-
tal Campaign: the purchase of prop-
erty in Hunterdon County and the 
immediate construction of a Commu-
nity Center for religious services, 
programs, and events. Their mission 
is: “To fulfill the needs of Greek Or-
thodox Christians in Hunterdon 
County and the surrounding area 
who share our spiritual and cultural 
values by providing a place of 
prayer, fellowship and renewal.” 

 The Capital Committee is 
evaluating properties in prime loca-
tions, in the heart of the county, eas-
ily accessible for parishioners from 
all surrounding areas. Based on the 
estimated costs for the land pur-
chase and for the Community Hall 
construction, the committee antici-

pates the need to raise approxi-
mately $3 million over a three-to-
five-year period. Their goal is to 
accomplish both the property pur-
chase and the construction of the 
community center with minimum 
debt. 

 “We are ready to embark on 
one of the most exciting challenges 
in the short history of our commu-
nity,” Father George Nikas said, “to 
build a Greek Orthodox Church and 
Community Center and most impor-
tantly, a legacy for future genera-
tions of Orthodox Christians that will 
serve as a beacon of Orthodoxy in 
Western New Jersey.”  

 With several appreciable 
donations and successful commu-
nity fundraising efforts over the past 
few years, the parish building fund 
can now provide the “seed money” 
for this historic venture. They plan 
to raise the remaining property pur-
chase and construction funds via 
the comprehensive Capital Cam-
paign, including additional major 
fundraisers like this year’s Opa! 
Greek Festival, May 3 and 4, at 
Razberry’s Conference Center, 
Route 12, Flemington, NJ. 

 

 The Capital Campaign 
Committee is meeting with parish-
ioners throughout April to fulfill the 
parishioners’ desire to purchase a 
property and build a place of wor-
ship and meeting for fellowship and 
events.  

 Please open your hearts 
and return or mail in your pledges 
by the end of April, 2008.  

 The goal is for 100% partici-
pation from parishioners in order to 
truly fulfill the spirit of “building our 
future together.”  

 Capital Campaign Commit-
tee visitors will deliver Informational 
Brochures/Materials and answer all 
your questions about the plan. For 
additional informa-
tion, call Bill Pan-
ageas at 908-246-
7526 or visit   
www.go-church.org. 
Make the dream a 
reality! It all starts 
with you. Thank you. 
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Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County—Making Us Proud 

Speaking Out Loud— Aleena Ferreira and 
Stephanie Kubu proudly display their trophies after 
competing in the district level of the Annual St. 
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival at St. 
George’s Greek Orthodox Church, Clifton, NJ. Ms 
Ferreira placed third in the senior division for her 
speech, Virtue and Vice. Ms. Kubu took home hon-
orable mention in the junior division for her topic: In 
a world with war, terrorism, and violence, discuss 
how Orthodox Christians might observe the follow-
ing: The Lord said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. Fifteen speak-
ers in each division from competed. Congratula-
tions on a job well done. 

Pride and Heritage— The community demonstrated pride for its Greek 
heritage by marching in the 76th Annual Greek Independence Day Pa-
rade, April 6, in New York City. Following the Divine Liturgy, fifty marchers 
from the parish hopped on a chartered bus for the Big Apple. The group 
drew position 15 of 160 organizations and parishes throughout the tri-
state area. TV Channel 9 covered the parade and captured the commu-
nity as it made its way down Fifth Avenue. 

Greek Independence Day— The Greek Language Program for the 
GOPHC performed various dances, songs, and recitals at the April 27 
General Assembly to celebrate Greek Independence Day.  
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104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, NJ  08801 
 The church is two miles from Interstate 78, convenient for parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, and Warren counties, as well as Pennsylvania. 

From the East: 

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 West. Take the Route 31 exit  toward 
Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp toward Route 31 South, Clin-
ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About two miles past North 
Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right onto Allerton Road. The Church is 
visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Somerville to Annandale - 25 
minutes  

From the North: 

Take Route 31 South. 

Turn right onto Allerton Road. 

Approximate travel time: Washington to Annandale - 20 minutes 

From the South:  

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circle. From the Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn from the right lane onto Allerton 
Road.  Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road.  The Church will be on 
your right. Approximate travel time: Flemington to Annandale - 15 minutes 

From Doylestown, PA: 

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Flemington Circle, take 2nd 
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from the right lane onto Allerton Road. 
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road.  The Church will be on your 
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA to Annandale - 45 minutes 

From the West:  

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Route 31 South toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Approximate travel time: Easton 
to Annandale - 30 minutes  

 


