METROPOLIS OF

NEW JERSEY

"Be not afraid!" We receive still the
good news of great joy that Emmanuel
is born in the flesh. We trust still in
Him who hears and answers our
prayers, Jesus Christ, who is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.

My Beloved Stewards and Friends of l?f;wmf
the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunter- m
don County,

“Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and Eff o
bear a Son, and His name | s o Forever with us, forever
among us, forever within us by the
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ embraces and
blesses us, sanctifies and satisfies us
with His loving presence. On this
forthcoming Christmas, may our cele-
bration of the Feast of the Nativity fill

our hearts with faith, our minds with

shall be called Emmanuel, which
means "God with us."(Matthew
1:23)

As we approach and prepare
to celebrate, with piety and profound
faith, the joyous and miraculous Feas
of the Nativity according to the flesh, .
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ)" _r|1_qpe, acr;ddour dsofuls with Iovehfor ou(rj

; : : : o T riune God and for one another; an
VGV?)dW(\ivrr?glphZQ:js p;ﬁgeaigsvgrlgmy them T e R ! % | may the New Year 2009 be happy,

prayei &ty E - A o .
“In the fullness of time," the Scrip- : healthy, and rich in the blessmgs of our
tures say (Gal. 4:4), the Creator of thd® ever-present God as we continue to
world responded in love to the prayerg: grow our vibrant and dynamic Com-
of all people: the people of ancient] : munity.
Israel longed for a deliverer; the Magif &
of the East sought a king; the poor o

My beloved Brothers and
Sisters in Christ, as we prepare to wel-
the earth cried out for a benefactorj come the Christ-Child into our hearts
the ill and infirm prayed for a healer; | e = and souls this Christmas, let us do so
the entire human race longed for a ) with great jubilation and thanksgiving
Saviour-God. And on the blessed OWn human flesh, so that we might be assured bgy the many gifts which we have been
night of the Nativity some two thou- y(_)nd all (_10l_Jbt or contrad_iction that the God ofdas _given and with the knowledge of the
sand years ago, God answered theiwith us intimately, tangibly, and personally. He isnany gifts that are to come in the New
prayers and their intense longing byWith us and He will be with us as He promisedyear as we steadily progress to prepare
giving them His Son, a Son whose "Behold, | am with you always even to the end ofihe “cave”, our future Church, for the
name according to the prophecy ofthe age."(Matthew 28:20) We experience His immeyyorshipping of the Christ-child in

Isaiah would be Emmanuel, which Qiate presence, we experience His name Emmanug|;nterdon County.
means "God with us." in the ineffable condescension shown in every cele-

_ _ bration of the Divine Liturgy, where we live therpe May His Nativity and Incar-
For this child Emmanuel foct fylfiliment of the promise of His promise, bynation be a source of infinite peace and

manifests to us that God our Creator ISpeing united to Him through our participation ireth joy to you and your families as we

with us in utmost truth—not simply in Holy Eucharist. rejoice in the birth of our salvation as
an abstract sense, but in a manner that . ) W one Greek Orthodox Family in Hunter-
is real, immediate, and absolutéle God with us," this is our anchor of hopegygp County.

who was from the beginning, whom for the coming years as we strive to follow theroar

with our eyes, whom we have looked fate of our race may seem to change daily, thobigh twith Love in the New-Born King and
upon and touched with our hands,” face of the world may change a thousand timegqq,

says the Apostle John, (I John 1:1)though humanity may advance into an era of unimag- . . .

was nothing less thathe Word of inable and even fearful technological power, the-pe Archimandrite George Nikas

God Incarnate. The Son of God Ple of God are not dismayed. We hear and obey stihstor
came to be with us in the form of our the command that the angels gave to the shepherds:
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Publication Reminder: 3 4
The Covenant is published four times a year. Please submit announce- -2 )4
ments electronically to Editor Vasilios Panageas at vpanageas@go-
church.org. The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County reserves the %+5
right to edit, alter or reject any content.



President’s Message

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

| pray this issue of The Covenant finds you all in good
health, safely preparing to celebrate Christmas and New Year's
with your family and friends.

This is a very exciting time for the Greek Orthodox
Parish of Hunterdon County. Please allow me to share the good
news of our community from all fronts.

First and most importantly, we have received approval
from His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos, to proceed with
the purchase of the 12-acre Voorhees Corner Road property. 5‘”1;“;,;,\;\_

Having hired an engineer and architect, we are moving
forward with developing a site plan, which we plan to submit to
the Raritan Township Planning Board by late January 2009. So
far the environmental, wetlands, and title search due diligence
are completed and the appropriate applications have been sent
to various governmental agencies.

At the General Assembly, November 16, 2008, the
Parish Council presented the draft master plan, concentrating
on the first phase followed by subsequent phases. Phase One
includes an approximate 11,000-square-foot core building with
a dedicated worship space for 200-220 (sitting), administrative
offices, class rooms, and a community hall with kitchen.

In our pursuit for a fulltime priest, we secured Father
George Nikas for four days a week. Starting January 2009, Fa-
ther George will establish office hours for visitations and parish H fir] Y Sa y NN (O L
business at Liberty Court, Suite 300, 260 Route 202-31, Flem- A i\ S v - bl SIS
ington, NJ, 08822.

We also anticipate a permanent charter and parish

Location, Location, Location!

name shortly, hopefully within the next few months. :::0
0000
Our Capital Campaign marches ahead to raise funds ::'
for the purchase and Phase One construction. Sixty-seven firm PanoramIC V|eW Of Land N

pledges for $750,000 have come in thus far. Thank you to all
those who pledged in 2008.

We are asking those who have committed to fulfill their
2008 pledged gifts by December 31. This way the Parish Coun-
cil can evaluate the amount of money collected to make the
necessary financial decisions.

I would like to ask all of you to become ambassadors
for our church and communicate the great news taking place in
our community. Please spread the word that we are growing,
purchasing land, and planning to build a beautiful church in the
heart of Hunterdon County.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Voorhees road (West, North West Corner looking towards East)

With best regards,
The Site—12 acres at Voorhees Corner Road, Rargamship.
John Kaldes The property is north of the Flemington CircleyvetNorth on
Parish Council President Route 202, make right onto Voorhees Corner Road.

December 2008

Prepared by JSKaldes: PC president 13
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County:

As members of our growing Parish, we have much to be grateful for in 2008. His Eminence, Metro-
politan Evangelos of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, continues to support our parish by
having recently approved and documented our plans to acquire 12 acres of land on Voorhees Corner
Road, Flemington, for our future home. His Eminence has also promised a full charter and name for our
Parish. To help fund this purchase, we have also successfully launched the “Building Our Future To-
gether” Capital Campaign, which, to date, has generated approximately $750,000 in pledges.

As 2008 comes to a close, the Capital Campaign Committee would like to remind everyone that this is
an excellent time to realize the tax benefits for your 2008 capital campaign commitment. Many parishion-
ers have made three-year or five-year financial commitments to achieve our goal. If you have already ful-
filled your campaign commitment for this year, the committee thanks you for your prompt support. If you
have yet to fulfill your 2008 commitment, we kindly request that you consider doing so before December
31, 2008. This will help the campaign to stay on target while enabling you to claim a charitable contribu-
tion deduction on your 2008 tax return.

If you are not sure of your current campaign status or have any questions about fulfilling your commit-
ment, please contact Evan Sakellos, Capital Campaign Treasurer. You can also reference the red cam-
paign brochure/packet which contains a summary of the tax benefits for additional guidance. When sub-
mitting your 2008 commitment, please remember to indicate Capital Campaign in the check memo sec-
tion.

Sincerely—Capital Campaign Committee FEiE53 8 EE b3 8sE b33 3 IR EE a3 98

December 16—Christmas Pageant &
2008—67 Total Pledges For $750,000 2009 Parish Council Vote

The Christmas season is upon us and as such e beg
preparations to celebrate the birth of our Lord Sadior Jesus
Christ. Please join us on Sunday, Decemb#y ilemediately
following the Liturgy for the annual ecumenical &keOrthodox/

FEEE REEE N BF RS Methodist Christmas Pageant/Christmas Carols amalchr Chil-
dren from both parishes will perform the reenactinuérthe wel-

$100 - 4K 33 coming of the Christ-Child.

5K - 9K 15 This is the third consecutive year that the twmowni-
ties have shared this joyous occasion at the Alteltnited

P1OK-19K 10 Methodist Church.

$20K - 29K

4 Following the pageant, don't forget to vote fdifiaers
$30K - 49K 0 of the 2009 GOPHC Parish Council. Only eligibleiglaioners of

2

3

the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County aate for
$S0K - 99K seven candidates for seven seats. Voting end9@pi2.
$100K - 150K Candidates are incumbents Jorge Ferreira, Gus iamn
Total 67 sis, and Bill Panageas and newly nominated careddohn

Coutsouridis, Stamati Manoussakis, Peter Markod,Gimristi
Staikos. Voting takes place in the Fellowship Room.




GOYANS Keeping Busy, Helping, And Having Fun

GOYA has had a great start to its year! We
currently have a total of 19 registered GOYAns. The
past few months have been filled with many events.

On October, 12th, our very own Christina Hiras
represented us at the Mr. and Ms. GOYA pageant at
Pines Manor, Edison, NJ. She did a lovely job!

Our volleyball team has already competed
against five teams from the surrounding District Il
churches. This year, we have won our very first game!
We all thank Mrs. Ferreira for being a great coach! We
also thank Mrs. Kubu, our assistant coach.

On November 1, our GOYA attended the an-
nual bowling tournament and awards dance. We bowled
two game with several other GOYAs at Bowler City,
Hackensack, NJ. Afterwards, we went to the dinner
dance and awards ceremony at the Greek Orthodox
Church of the Ascension, Fairview, NJ. We all enjoyed
an evening of fun and fellowship.

Our biggest event this year was our fundraiser
on November 8, and it was a BIG success. GOYA
hosted a Greek Gourmet Dinner at the Allerton United
Methodist Church and served 30+ guests. Our GOYAns
teamed together and cooked up a delicious meal for our
guests to enjoy. We had a fun-filled night with exquisite
food and a great candle-light atmosphere. A huge
“thank you!” to all who attended and to all the parents
and GOYAns who made this event great!

Recently, on November 25, some of our GOY-

Some of the sumptuous GOYAN-prepared Greek Gouptagts served to
over 30 lucky patrons at the GOYA's biggest funsleaievent to date.

Ans volunteered at Starfish, a program that helps the needy.
We helped gather and sort out food for several families. Follow-
ing that, we personally delivered meals to 5 families.

GOYA is attending many events this month. Firstly, on
December 13", we have been graciously invited to attend a
One-day religious retreat in Tenafly NJ. The retreat will include
ice breakers, social circles to discuss our faith, and prayer. We
look forward to learning more about our Orthodox religion.

On December 19, we will be at St. George, in Trenton,
making sandwiches for the Bridges program. This program
gives food, clothes, and other necessities to the needy. Anyone
who is interested in helping us prepare meals is more than wel-
come! The following day, a small group of advisors and older
GOYAns will deliver the meals.

Lastly, on December 29, we are invited to a Christmas
Dance at St. George in Trenton, NJ. The night plans to be a lot
of fun! All GOYAnNs are welcomed to come and celebrate the
Christmas season.

As a side note, any youths who are in grades 7-12 and
have not yet registered in GOYA, it's not too late! Any new
members are always welcomed. Please email Brenda Kara-
halios (bkarahalios@comcast.net) or Maria Tsatsos
(mtsatsos@comcast.net) for more information.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!!!
Eleftheria Tsatsos
GOPHC GOYA president

Bet you could not recognize the humble fellowslipm at the AUMC after the GOYANs
transferred it into a chic Greek-style Dining Rodfalli Orexi!



Philoptochos Helping Those In Need As Well As Theufch

Mardi Gras Fundraiser Event Set For February Tel@ake Metropolis's Approval To Purchase Property
By Anastasia Vlahakes, Philoptochos President

I am happy to announce that the Agia Magdalene Ladies Philoptochos Society is growing! We have a total of 32
members this year, which is a significant increase from last year. New members are always welcomed.

The Philoptochos remains active in its philanthropic obligations. For example, we sponsored a collection of food
donations to help the Flemington Food Pantry feed the less fortunate during the month of November and Thanksgiving.
Donations from our parish poured in with lots of “agape.” It was indeed a pleasure to take the food that was donated to the
Pantry on behalf of the GOPHC. Thank you to all who donated towards this very rewarding effort.

For the month of December, we are continuing our outreach efforts to our community by collecting donations from
our parish to SAFE in Hunterdon. This program is a not-for-profit agency serving victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault in Hunterdon County. The items that we will be collecting are items such as tissues, cleansers, clocks, pots and
pans, shampoo, make-up, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc. Anything and everything that someone needs when they have to
leave their home with only the clothes on their back due to some type of domestic violence.

On December 5, we enjoyed our Christmas dinner at Bensi's in Flemington. Father George, our spiritual advisor,
joined us for a very fun-filled evening.

As in the past, the Philoptochos will be sponsoring the church Christmas card. The card will be sent out to both
our church family stewards and neighboring churches with our best wishes
for a happy holiday season.

Our most exciting and biggest fundraiser will be coming up in February in
celebration of the Bishop’s approval to purchase the land for building our future
church. On February 27th we are plan- ning a Greek Apokries (Mardi Gras) celebra-
tion at the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, just outside of Clinton, NJ. This event will
indeed be a night to remember! In the Orthodox tradition, Apokries is the prepara-
tion period before Lent. It runs for three weeks immediately preceding Lent. During
this celebration, the custom is to dress up in outrageous and colorful disguises and
masks. Along with the masqueraders, which is optional, our celebration will enter
into a fantasy world of “kefi” (high spir- its). Itis a feast of dancing and lots of good

food. This will indeed be an amazing and beautiful evening. We hope everyone will hold the date of February 27th with
much expectation and commitment.

On behalf of the ladies of the Philoptochos, we wish you and your family blessings for a Merry Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous New Year!

GOPHC Sixth Annual Dinner Dance, November 1 — Dancig The Night Away!
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104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East:

From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WesteTthe Route 31 exit towardrake Route 31 South.

Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-

ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes

visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

From the South:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

From Doylestown, PA:

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




