METROPOLIS OF

NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Stewards and Friends of the to keep company with the saints in envy (Psalm 111:10). But happy was the man

Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County, the next? whose trust was there bestowed, who
WHAT MAKES A CHRISTIAN? To come to such a reali- ﬂ.‘”’],”‘;d ”l‘e gg?; of sirange gods, the lure of
zation is indeed a difficult task if, ilies” (Psalm 39:5).

In the famous Confessions of St. for no other reason, because the We are told that Victorinus was

';%?;S;Lnoedt Z%rc?:s;%%toghngghff c{%ggrf wor!d treats such commitment to pgrmitted to makg his confession of faith in
nus. who had encountered the Chriétian faithChrlst’s Chgrch W|th contempt and pr!vate so that hIS. commltment would not
andl desired to become a Christian. The phi-as something fgollsh. To attend bring scaqdal to him. Victorinus, however,
losopher sought out Simplicianus, the Spiri-Ch.urCh. on Christmas is an act refused th_|s allowance anq sto_od _before_the
tual father of the great Ambrose ’Bishop of which is tolerated and grudgingly congregation to profess his faith in Christ.
Milan, and in private he would téll him. | excused by the modgrn world. '!'he Augustlne tells us that th(_e Wh_ole congrega-
want ;/ou to know that | am nowaChristi’an." world seeks to decelve_ us saying,tion began to murmur, “Vlctorl_nus, Victori-
Simplicianus, the humble teacher, would tell “Go to (;hurch on Christmas and nus.” Though he became an object of scorn to
Victorinus, HI‘ shall not believe it’ or count Pascha if you must, but the rest ofiesagr fmltlen, hghbgtigme andexamptlg otf c?grage

o : ; o his fellow Christians and an object of joy
you as a Christian until | see you in the to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Church of Christ.” The philosopher laughed '

at this, saying, “Is it then the walls of the ..__"'. -":_,. The Christ child comes to the man-

Church that make the Christian?” In no un- L ger in the cave this Christmas season once

certain terms the spiritual father would an- .J;,._{ again. The Word became incarnate so that we

swer, “Yes.” |.. may all worship and praise hitogether,as
The attitude of Victorinus is alive I\ ggdm:n?c?lscﬁgihsj‘fghsrrg;‘e T::iolgemgrll we

zggsévr? Il)rtlc():etk;;a(ijr? yhaDnu;lg? ut: Ivsvilcl: Egsr;n;szd Christ gave us the walls of the Church so that

to return to Church—at least for this great \(,:vﬁrg?n)wlaga\\:\?h:ahr:svsgp;é::lfggyt.oL?:gtrglas dbteothe

feast—only to retreat into the shadows until -‘_'Ill"I stay within those walls so that we may all

perhaps, Pascha. We tell ourselves that we |.r.".r riahtly call ourselve€hristians!

are all good people, that we bear ill will to no - gntly :

one, and that deep down inside we believe in My beloved Brothers and Sisters in

Christ; and that's what matters most. Indeed; Christ, as we prepare to welcome the Christ-

in our collective absence from the pews of the year belongs to us. You don’t  Child into our hearts and souls this Christ-
our Church we ask ourselves the same rheneed the walls of the Church to mas, let us do so with great jubilation and
torical question Victorinus asked, “Is it then make you a Christian.” thanksgiving for that which we have

the walls of the Church that make the Chris- achieved thus far and continue to do, by
tian?” The answer of Simplicianus, however, God’s grace and your collective unwavering
is as true today as it was in the fourth cen- support of our most beloved Community, as
tury, “Yes—most certainly the walls of the we come ever closer to realizing our dream
Church do indeed make the Christian.” and glorifying His Name unto the Ages of

ages. Amen.

We need to have, how-
ever, the courage of a Victorinus—
that philosopher of old—who could
look within himself and see that the
admonishment of the humble Sim-

Our presence in Church beyond the plicianus was indeed correcthe
self-imposed minimum requirements of walls of the Church do indeed May His Nativity and Incarnation
Christmas and Pascha is an indication of ourmake the ChristianWhen Victori- be a source of infinite peace and joy to you
commitment to Christ. If we are unable or nus entered the Church throughand your families as we rejoice in the birth of
unwilling to acknowledge Christ before men, baptism, Augustine tells us that the our salvation as one Greek Orthodox Family.
then how can we possibly expect Christ towords of the prophet an(i psalmist, s | ove in the New-Born King and God,
acknowledge us before the holy angels? If weDavid were proven true, “Ungodly
do not seek the company of our brethrenmen were ill content to see it. TArchimandrite George Nikas
before Christ in this world, how do we expect Vainly they gnashed their teeth in pqir
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It's Unanimous—Yes To Pro

perty And A Place To Worship

By Bill Panageas

Something magical happened
on December 2 for the Greek
Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon
County. On a day blanketed b
snow and ice, parishioners
braved the elements and cam
out to vote an emphatic and
unanimous yes to purchase a
targeted property in Hunterdo
County and construct a building to glorify God gordctice
their Orthodox faith.

A community that had accomplished so much i
such a short time drew a line in the freshly fabeow --
“we’re building our future together!”

-

The vote occurred at the annual Fall General A
sembly, which was held at Razberry’s Banquet anafée
ence Center following the Divine Liturgy. Closeao un-
precedented sixty percent of the GOPHC's stewards a
tended the two-and-a-half-hour gathering, whicuiesd
Parish Council President John Kaldes's “state-ef-th
parish” address and property purchase proposa(; dipétal
Campaign Committee’s presentation, and nominations
the 2008 Parish Council.

Mr. Kaldes informed the parishioners with deta
of the property, including costs and a funds-allimeatime-
line. At the time of the General Assembly, the orgnaf
the property had agreed to all points on the P&Zisin-
cil's letter of intent to purchase the propertycéntract
was expected to be signed very soon after the @eAsf
sembly.

As parishioners reacted enthusiastically to the
property, Mr. Kaldes reminded everyone that alttoting

Is

Parish would still continue to fundraise by waydg-ettivals,
Dinner Dances, and Wine & Dine events, pledgedfirel
commitments would be the driving force to making thieam
become a reality. Mr. Kaldes projected an estim&tdillion
would cover the costs to purchase the property pandip a
building.

Following Mr. Kaldes’s presentation, Bill Panageas
and Gus Kamnitsis, co-chairmen of the Capital Cagmp@om-
mittee, discussed points on raising a targeted $dlldn plus
via pledged contributions. Mr. Panageas pleadetdptréshion-
ers reflect, pray, and discuss with their famitigs maximum
amount that they can pledge toward the capital eégngn
addition to maintaining and increasing their stedgaip com-
mitments.

The committee also pointed out that a yes vote was
only part of the way to the “promised land.” Thengnder of
the journey would have to travel through the offiéehe Me-
tropolis of New Jersey, as His Eminence, Evangelost stamp
the final approval based on financial commitments.

Stuffed with myriads of information, the parishiose
filed one by one past the ballot box. A few mindtgsr, assis-
tant treasurer Stephen Kehayes announced the uoasire-
sults — not a single “no.” Cheers arose.

Now the real work begins.
Nominees for the 2008 Parish Council

Following the vote, nominations were held for six
available Parish Council seats for 2008. The noasnecluded
John Kaldes, Evan Sakellos, Evan Samouhos, Steféieayes
Nikki Connell, Lou Vlahakes, and Peter Zannikosdibns arg
slated for December 16, following the annual Chmest Pag-
eant. Swearing in for the new council is schedftedanuary
6, 2008.

Parish’s Fifth Annual Dinner Dance Is A Smash

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County-c
brated its fifth annual “Building Our Future Togethdinner
dance on November 17, at Razberry’s Banquet anai€lou
Hall.

ele

About 225 parishioners and friends attended thee ga

event, which honored Chris Pantos and George Disdageo
parishioners who contributed so much to the paigi their
musical and leadership talents.

Mr. Pantos served as choir master from the charch’
inception sine 2002, while Mr. Delagelis lent higidmic chant-

ing voice as psaltist for the past two and halfrgea

The evening also featured the Parish’s young GOY



A Message From Agia Maria Magdalene Ladies Philoptochos Society

It is hard to believe that the holi-
days are upon us and the year is about to
end. To this date, the Agia Maria Magda-
lene Ladies Philoptochos Society has 21
members and general meetings are held
monthly.

In the past months, the Philopto-
chos has accomplished successful fund-
raisers and has fulfilled its’ obligations.
Tickets were sold at the Dinner Dance to
raffle various baskets, which were donated
by members of our society. Icons were
sold after church to the parishioners that
generated a substantial amount of sales.
The 2008 Ecclesiastical Calendar with the
changes of the new board members has
been submitted to the Archdiocese and 150
copies have been ordered for distribution.
The Philoptochos generously donated to a
local Flemington family with three children
in need of financial support.

Ouir trip to the Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular Show on November 10"
was extraordinary! We departed from Aller-
ton Road on a chartered bus which took us
into NYC. Once we arrived at Radio City,
we took group photos. The show was filled
with the glow of fireworks, snowfall that
covered the audience, Santa’s toys, and
music and dancing by the dazzling Rock-
ettes. We all had a great time! We hope
that we’ll be able to continue to offer enter-
tainment of this type to all of our parishion-
ers in the future.

The Philoptochos will be sending
out the community Christmas card to all of
our church family stewards that have do-
nated.

We ended our holiday season with
the Philoptochos Christmas dinner, at Man-
giabene, December 4". We enjoyed a
pleasant evening with Father George, our
greatest spiritual and emotional supporter.

From all of the ladies of our
Philoptochos, we would like to extend our
warmest blessings and wishes for the Holi-
day Season and the New Year. May all
your dreams come true!

With Best Regards,
Anastasia H. Vlahakes
President

Agia Maria Magdalene Ladies
Philoptochos Society

Our Kids Love Greek Dancing

Our GOYA Dance Troupe (ages 11-17) has 14 dancetrssded by
Olga Mantsis a current member of the Hellenic Dasioé New Jersey and
dance teacher at St. Demetrios in Perth Amboy, Ms. Mantsis has over seven
years teaching experience, and she has been parfp@neek folk dance for
over 17 years. Our community is very fortunatedgehMs. Mantsis teaching
our youth. She is assisted by Spiro Petroutses,aturrent member of the He
lenic Dancers of New Jersey and the dance troufs. demetrios, Perth Am-
boy. Spiro is working primarily with our young mémteach them some of the
male-led dance routines.

D

After a brief preview performance at our annuaheindance, Ms.
Mantsis has begun preparing the youth to perforthcampete at Sights &
Sounds, a talent competition for the all the Nerg&g State Youth in March.
This will be our first time competing in the categof Greek folk dancing and
she is currently working on choreography for theirtine. (Last year, her Perth
Amboy dance troupe wori%place in this competition). After March, the dang
ers will begin practicing for our upcoming festivai May 3* and 4",

We are actively seeking other performance oppdigsio expand our|
troupe’s experience and increase the visibilitpaf Parish. Please contact Eya
Kubu if you are aware of any performance opporiesiin our local area.

Marie-Alaina Jenkins Shares The Steps With The Jumirs

Our Junior Greek Dance Troupe is having a grea tearning dances
from various regions of Greece. We have brokenrdihe group into two age
groups (Pre-K / Kindergarten and Grades 1-5). @gperienced dancers are up
for the challenge of learning complex routines, andnew little group is learn;
ing the basic dances that they can dance at a @Graetion. We currently have
nine members and great parent support assisting!
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By Angela Ferreira ] )
friendships and

made some new
ones as well. |
will be sad, as |
know we all will
be, when our
seven weeks are
over. In fact, we
have even talked
about continuing
our get- togeth-
ers even after
this program is
“officially” over.
It's safe to say
that Deacon
Markos’s theory
is valid — every
one of us has
experienced
spiritual renewal
and growth.
Praise God!
May God con-
tinue to bless
Deacon Mar-
kos’s ministry.

If others are
interested in
starting up an-
other Agape
Circle using this
program, please
contact me and/

Welcome to “Agape Circle” or, as some call ticipants but we were fortunate enough to have 10. Or Father o
it, the “Circle of Love”. Webster defines “agap@$  Deacon Markos has even helped us customize the préeorge. Partici-
the “Greek word for love; a meal that early Chaai  gram to accommodate this larger number of membersdants need to be

ate together; love feast; in Christian theology God : Orthodox Chris-
love for man; divine love; spontaneous, altruistic Basically, we meet weekly for seven weeks tians who attend

love.” All of these definitions are right on theoney to pray, have fellowship, read scripture and wgsin Liturgy regularly

L from the Church Fathers, answer probing questions d bet
vAvgzgedce:isr%rlgmg the love that has developed oatiof and participate in spiritual exercises. During ses- ?hne aagrss gfvilgen

sions we delve into our faith, examine our heapgn ,
. . o and 65. Don't
For those of you who are unfamiliar with  up to each other and learn new ways to bring “agape
Agape Circle, it is a program created by Deacom-Mainto our relationships with others. We laugh, wg c
kos Nicholas from Holy Cross Seminary. He is col- we eat and we share our struggles and triumphsas w
lecting research data to support his theory thgdif  journey with Christ on the path toward salvation.
bring together small groups of Orthodox parishigner

in fellowship and prayer, then the result will tpars o\, blessing to facilitate this group. Theitgalf To His Glory

tual growth for each member. He has organized oVelhis group has far exceeded my expectations, wkno and with much

40 such groups in parishes across the country &nd Wihese women have changed me forever and | thank Agape —
are one of them! The program is geared for 5-7 par

each and every one of them. | have developedgstron Angela Ferreira

miss out on this
great, uplifting
opportunity.

On a personal note, | have to say it has been
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Sunday School Grows To Record Numbers
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By Cathy Sakellos, Sunday School Director
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By Fay Sideris, GOYA Director
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Greek School Is Cool! Students Benefit From StrBdgcational Staff

Our Greek School is thriving! For the
academic year of 2007-2008, we have 22 chil-
dren registered, the majority of which are re-
turning students from last year though we have
gotten to know some new faces as well. Two of
the most important developments this year are a
structured environment and a cohesive curricu-
lum.

Classes are held each week in three
classrooms at the Patrick McGaheran
School. Students thus have an academi-
cally appropriate environment and our
teachers have the tools and equipment
that facilitate learning. This summer the
teachers and | sat down together and de-
veloped a strong curriculum and chose
books that fit the unique needs of our
Church. We have also laid out formal
goals and milestones for each level. In
general, we developed a program de-
signed not only to familiarize and de-
velop language skills, but also to empha-
size our beautiful and rich culture and
traditions.

By Nikki Connell

Our school employs four very . .
experienced and talented teacherg UpComlng Services And Events
Teaching the beginner level this year aré

Demitrious and Maria Tzemintimpi.
Children at the Beginner Level are beind "
introduced to the language and culture
learning songs, coloring pictures, ang
engaging in games that familiarize then
with the basics. Bessie Tsividakis con
tinues as the teacher for the Intermediat
Level. Children in her class are working
on building their vocabulary and usingl_
verbs. These children will also be intro-
duced to some aspects of Greek mythol
ogy and folklore. The Advanced Level is
taught by Bia Stavrakas. Bia has taughf
Greek for ten years and has graciousl
agreed to act as the director of ou
school. Children in her class are work;
ing on developing their formal conversa-
tional skills and their ability to read and
comprehend a newspaper/magazine art
cle. Additionally, Bia is introducing our
advanced kids to Greek history as well.

7

One new supplement this year is
an embryonic pre-school program run by
volunteer parents, headed by Angelqd
Ferreira. The pre-school follows thej.
Greek School schedule and meets at the
Allerton Church during our regular
Greek School timeslot. The children play
Greek games, learn songs, and sperd
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time socializing.



104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East: From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WeskteTthe Route 31 exit towardlake Route 31 South.
Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-
ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North
Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes
visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

From the South: From Doylestown, PA:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




