METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Spiritual Children: variety of quarters, outside of the Faith, and ehtrem

_ over the words of the Apostles, over the wordshef Ea-
|I pray that my message finds thers, over the teachings of our Orthodox Faith.

all of you spiritually rejuve-

il nated and in the best of health
as we prepare to travel to-

V.. gether once again on our

We must ask ourselves, “Are we any different
today?” Who do we most closely resemble in outuaté
towards Christ's Church and the Faith? Are we like
great Saint John of Damascus, brilliantly artidaigtthe
Faith in the face of adversity and refusing to coonpise
on the eternal truths of salvation? Or do we bekel &
reed in the wind, twisting in whichever directiohet
breeze happens to be blowing at the momerdith-fal-
ling victim to fad

4 with the joyous celebration of
| Pascha, beginning with Clean
Monday on February 19, 2007.
¥ Indeed, this is a special year in
| which all of Christianity will

celebrate Easter together on On this Sunday of Orthodoxy, the Fathers of the

- April, 8, 2007. Let us pause Great and Holy Seventh Ecumenical Council, the iseco
for a moment and reflect on what we as Orthodojebelas to be held in Nicaea, speak to us once again:

celebrated on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the firstday of the This is the Faith of the Apostles.The great
Lenten Period. Apostle and Evangelist Luke gave us the great aothe
“This is the faith of the Apostles! This is the fai of ~Hodegetrig theDirectress as early Christians would paint
the Fathers. This is the faith of the Orthodox! Taiis the images of Christ the Good Shepherd on the wallthef
faith that has established the UniverseBo we declare on the catacombs in order to bear witness to the greariac
Sunday of Orthodoxy (Feb. ¥5—a Sunday when we gather tional truth that the Word took flesh and dwelt aigaus.
to glorify and praise nothing less than the Inctiamaitself. It ~ The early Christians knew that the Word becamerirata
is a Sunday as well, that we acknowledge our legaglo we SO that we may see Him and He us. The icons teatahly

are as Christians and what path of belief we chdosealk Christians depicted offered proof to them, and ¢hére
along. world, of the historical reality of the incarnatioGod is

the Lord and He has revealed Himself to us. Thithés
ionic truth of the Apostles! Those who would dethg
use of icons, whether they be iconoclasts of ygsteror
modern day soul mates, either consciously or subcon
sciously, deny the Incarnation. They strip the raltaf
Christ bare and in doing so reduce the historithFaii the
Apostles to nothing more than a mere philosophy smd
cial ethic.

This is the faith of the Fathers!The Fathers of
the Church knew the grave danger of iconoclasm and
fought this heresy mightily. Theodore the Studeéused
communion with iconoclasts. Pious men and womerg tr
Orthodox all, hid icons and stored them to keepnthevay
from these breakers of sacred images. It is hamhégine
what is the greater tragedy—that the most beautifuhs
of great churches such as Hagia Sophia in Constapié

Thirteen hundred years ago, when the Church was
the early stages of its eighth century, there whose who
questioned the propriety of icons in the Churcheylhaised
all manners of accusations against these holy ima8eme
said the faithful were worshipping these sacredgesarather
than God Himself, to whom alone worship is duell 8thers
questioned whether such images diminished the ithviof
Christ.

In a similar way today, people question many thing
in the Church. From the lengéimd even conterdf our divine
services to the role of priests and hierarchs—tpdayin the
eighth century, there are still those who questioa Faith.
The motives behind such movements often vary aadame-
times unclear. In the eighth century, the rapid aélslam and
its inherent iconoclastic mindset came into conteithh Chris-
tians who were all too willing to compromise theeigrity of
their own Faith. They heard the words of iconocldsom a Continued On Page 5 ...
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Greek Dance Troupe
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Continued From Page 1

would see its icons white washed by
unbelievers, or that Christians them-
selves would be responsible for the loss
and destruction of so many sacred icons{g
It was only through the efforts of these
great saints, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
that the rock of Christ’'s Faith was able to witimstahe
torrid winds of heresy.

This is the faith of the Orthodox! To be Or-
thodox is to believe rightly, to worship rightlyo be in
possession of the right Faith. Heresy, by definitis a
private belie—a personal concern. What the icomsisl
proposed was a novelty, an invention, and sometthiag
had no commonality with the Faith that Christ gabet
the Apostles preached, and that the Fathers pexberv
Even today there are those who propose all typeshof
surdities and novelties in an effort to contexzmlthat
which is eternal—in order to modernize that whicdmt
scends time, in order to facilitate personal satisbn
rather than eternal salvation.

This is the faith which has established the
Universe! The Faith of the Orthodox is not the Faith of
today or even 2000 years ago, but the Faith adtatnity. "
This Holy and Great Lent, as in every Great Lerd,sge
the recapitulation of all history—from the creatiohthe
universe and the expulsion of Adam and Eve fronapar
dise to our ultimate redemption at the Cross angbtigm
Tomb. The Orthodox realize that true communionads n
simply something to be sought temporarily in oun-<o "
temporary context but rather something that exists #
throughout time. The iconoclast Christians rejectieel
Faith of the Evangelist Luke whose Gospel theynotal $
to believe when they rejected him as an iconogmnaphe
Indeed, they rejected Christ Himself when they setlito 0 o
bow down before the “pure image of the Good One'oWh % %
took flesh so that we may see Him.

Today we stand as inheritors of the legacy
which great men and women purchased for us—many &
with their own blood. They did so in order that thearl ( %
of great price, which is the Holy Orthodox Faithill w
remain unblemished so that we, their sons and datgh ) & . $ .
may partake of its fruits and be able to follow tnge & %
path to salvation. Let us follow that path this &rand
Holy Lent. Let us not forsake eternal truth for gag |$ $ " &
fancy. Let us not give way to the teachings of liebers o+ 80"
as the iconclasts. And let us stand with the falt@frtho- )
dox Saints whose prize was not earthly glory bthea
the joy of salvation to be found only in our Lo@pd,
and Savior Jesus Christ to whom belongs all glooyor
and worship, now and forever and & &

to the ages of ages. Amen. - 1 $ ) .
With Love in Christ, I E (% $
Archimandrite George Nikas % %
il =i

Pastor

—~

%
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Sponsored by the Ayia Magdeline
Ladies Philoptochos Society

April 21
/pmto 11pm
$60 per person

At Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club % R a Z b @ ]r r y 9 S

. . CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
811 Rattlesnake Bridge Road, Bedminster, NJ
07921 Saturday, May 26 Sunday, May 27

11:00 am to 10:00 pm 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm

For More Information—Call Doniki Ibrahim at
908-534-8675
For RESERVATIONS:
Make checks payable to
G.O.P.H.C
Mail to G.O.P.H.C
P.O. Box 2505, Flemington, NJ 08822




This Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, May'Z61 am- 10
pm) and Sunday, May 3712 pm- 10 pm), The Greek Orthodox
Parish of Hunterdon County will host its third aahfood and
cultural festival, OPA! BIG “FAT” GREEK FESTIVALA Taste
of Greece in Hunterdon County’at Razberry’s Banquet and
Conference Center on Route 12 in Flemingtdhe two day
event promises food and fun for the entire famiommenting
on the Parish’s primary fundraising event The V&gverend
Archimandrite George Nikas saidTHe success of this event will
bring us closer to realizing our dream of buildiagByzantine
style Church in Hunterdon CountyWe need everyone in the
Parish to commit to this event by volunteering rthehe and
talent before, during and after the evehtFestival chairman,
Sean Diver addedWe would like everyone to invite their family
and friends to kick-off the summer barbeque sedsorelaxing
at a great outdoor festival and letting us handie grill!”” The
event is open to the public and admission and pgris free.

Deno Orginos, owner of Razberry’'s Banquet and Genfse
Center on Route 12 in Flemington has once againergesly
offered his site as the location for the third yethe festival.
Razberry’s is conveniently located just minutesrfrthe Flem-
ington Circle and features Mediterranean style gdsu Also,
this community-wide effort includes the supportseferal other
local businesses who have offered to assist thistpaBill Pan-
ageas will head the donations committee and coatelidona-
tions from area diners and supermarkets. Pleas@&ieif you
can volunteer to assist with securing donationf®ofl and paper
goods products.

John Kaldes, Parish Council President and authdvade in
Greece: A Guided Tour of Greek Cooki(igublishing Works,
2004)will oversee the menuWith a strong team effort from our
parishioners and supporters, our OPA! Festival batablished a
great reputation over the past three years and eagdr we plan
to live up to and surpass expectation§&teek wines and beer
will also be available at the festival.

For those with a sweet tooth, the festival's “Kafen

OPA” (coffee and dessert center) will offer a teimgtvariety of
traditional Greek pastries and Greek coffees. Guast “top

off” a great lunch or dinner with one of our deldale desserts.
Bakers are needed prior to the festival and sedrisg; please
see Zoi Kaldes to sign up.

Along with the culinary attractions, cultural enitégnment and
exhibits will give guests the impression that they in a Greek
“taverna.” Continuous Greek music by JTK Express sched-
uled folk dancing performances will add to the aanise. The
parish youth dancers (ages 5-15), led by Marieaalenkins, a
former member of The Hellenic Dancers of New Jera&ly
wear authentic costumes and perform traditionatdamepre-
senting various regions of Greecélhé children practice every
Sunday after church at the Hunterdon County Librarynaster
the dances of their heritage. Some of our dankave been

performing for three years now and are ready to adite advanced
steps to their routingssaid Jenkins. Our dance troupe will coordinate
a Preview Performance at the library for localdests prior to the
festival to help promote the event.

Doniki Ibrahim will be our Entertainment Chair cdarating additional
cultural performances, activities and events tg&ipent our dance
troupe performances. Please see Doniki if you ditiké to assist with
entertainment and if you have any ideas on howameengage our
audience and patrons in an interactive, fun way.

This year, children of all ages will once againogmg variety of rides
and amusements. Youth and young adult membersd?dhish (ages
14 and up) are needed to assist with the amusenmedse see Jorge
Ferreira or Cathy Sakellos if interested. Locadl€te Girl Scout
Troop 915, led by Eva Kubu will also create and auiChildren’s
Hands-On Learning Center” to earn their Silver Adviar scouting. As
part of this community service project the scoulspvepare fun,
hands-on learning activities to introduce childresreek culture in-
cluding “Greek Alphabet Bingo”, “Bouzouki BonanzdThe First
Olympics” and “Mythological Me”.

Elaine Markos and Irene Orginos will coordinate eemdors who will
offer a selection of fine and costume jewelry, harafted items and
imported Greek specialties.

Last year, we had such a wonderful selection ofchrerdise available
for even the most discerning shopper. Religiogpldys and exhibits
will also feature Byzantine style icons and edwgal materials about

the Orthodox faith and literature about our growireyish for potential
stewards. We will also have a 50/50 raffle anddnesunteers to help
run this throughout the two days.

Publicity for this year's festival is already welhderway. Last year,
our community hosted a Press Conference a few waethse the festi-
val for members of the media. This greatly enlednaur visibility and
helped us land over 18 feature articles about estivial, including The
Star Ledger and The Courier. Using a multi-facetpproach of Inter-
net events calendar postings, radio and televiaimmuncements and
interviews, flyers, road signs and placemat adsentients in all local
diners we were able to widely promote our evenbuhout Hunter-
don, Somerset and Middlesex Counties and Bucks @p&#. This
year, we will host a Cooking Demonstration/Pressf€@nce for food
and wine editors on April 25 Eva Kubu will once again head the
Publicity Committee and needs volunteers to distalflyers, post road
signs, make follow up phone calls and assist WithRress Conference.

Other committees which need volunteers includaipetlean-up, food
line servers, grill, taverna servers, restroom rwowsj parking and traf-
fic control. Please see Festival Chairman, Seaprm0 volunteer at
this important fundraising event for our community;call him at 215-
348-0351.
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And the Winner Is ...
On January 28th, The Greek Orthodox Parish of 2 34|
Hunterdon County proudly announced the winner of its . T 2 v4 5 '
Toyota RAV 4 Car Raffle. The winner, Flemington resi- . T |
dent Mr. John Balios, is pictured with Father George
Nikas and the owners of James Toyota Scion, James
Botsacos and Laura Botsacos. Parishioners wish to I 61
thank James Toyota Scion for their support and all ) ) 1 K

those within the local community who purchased tick- |
ets. All the proceeds from this car raffle will benefit the '
Parish Building Fund.
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Parishioner and Youth Dance Instructor Marie-Alajieakins
straps on her dancing shoes again, as she wilbyerfvith
Hellenic Dancers of NJ 35th Anniversary, at 3:00, gxpril

29, at Pines Manor, Edison NJ.

Present-day members as well as performers fromsgasions

will perform dances from all over Greece and theeBrDias-
pora in dedication to the memory of the Very Remdré&r. Father George and GOPHC Religious Educators ddnanar
Jim Chakalos, who passed away in September 2006.

Dancers will perform dressed in the traditionalsdref the
region.
Tickets cost $75 for adults, $50 for students (33-2nd $35

for children (12 and under). For more informatieisit the
organization’s website at www.hellenicdancersofig.o

Ms. Jenkins offers dance classes to the youth@@QBOPHC g %
every Sunday afternoon, following the Divine Lityrgrhe % | & O+ "
classes are broken into two groups based on agecHitdren ' "o - " ’ (
will once again perform at the parish’s Greek RedtMay 26 g ]
and 27. Contact Ms. Jenkins at malaina@yahoo.com.; # %
0 !
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RARRARRRRRRARRRRRARRRARRRARE
CHOIR NOTES “

Chris Pantos, Director
George Dalagelis, Psaltist

Current MembersKathy Doty, Diana Grina,
Helen & Peter Kehayes, Eva Kubu, Angelic
d9 Staikos, and Vasilios Panageas.
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3 During Lent, the choir will meet every Frid
7 evening prior to Salutations Services (7pm%§o
Jy prepare for Lenten and Easter Services. J3

gAnyone interested in lending their voi
&l please contact Chris Pantos at 908-284-9 9

J3 Everyone is welcomed. &

7 Our Parish is very fortunate to have such afal-
Jy ented group of individuals who sing during
dd Orthros and Divine Liturgy each Sunday. We
3 applaud them for learning the special hynss,
J7the chanting, and the reading of the episfies,
Their love for the church is evident each wggk
dJ through their dedication and hard work. g
&7
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Sacraments & Ceremonies
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Much work is needed to run a church. The Par-
ish needs your help in all areas:

Sunday Setup —assist Parish Council in setting
up the altar and pangari areas prior to Orthros.
Contact George Rudy at 908-788-5774

Web Designers —work on the parish’s website,
www.go-church.org. Design and add content.
Contact Bill Panageas at 908-246-7526

Administration —the office staff is looking for
volunteers to help with office duties, including
assisting Father George, handling parish mail-
ings, filing, and answering phones. Contact ad-
ministrator Lilyan Shepardson at 908-766-2303.




104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East: From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WeskteTthe Route 31 exit towardlake Route 31 South.
Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-
ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North
Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes
visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

From the South: From Doylestown, PA:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlankthe Flemington Cir- Take Durham Road. Follow Route 202 North into Nevedy. At the Fleming

cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton ton Circle, take 2nd exit onto Rt 31 North. Take thturn from the right lane|

Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on onto Allerton Road. Cross over Route 31 staying\berton Road. The

your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes ~ Church will be on your right. Approximate traveht: Doylestown, PA to
Annandale - 45 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes




