METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Stewards and Friends of .'

the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunter-
don County:
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’ 9 With Love in Christ,
& tArchimandrite George Nikas

Pastor




The Greek Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County

Services Held at Allerton United Methodist Church
104 Allerton Road and Route 31
Annandale, NJ 08801
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 2505
Flemington, NJ 08822
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Publication Reminder: 05 )7+ @
The Covenant is published four times a year. Please submit announce- 0 +%
ments electronically to Editor Vasilios Panageas at vpan-

ageas@hotmail.com The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County
reserves the right to edit, alter or reject any content.




i ’ pate in many events and competitions. | am verygbro
PreSIdent S MGSS& € of our children, and I'm sure all of you are, tobhey
have put our church on the map and they will carmin

| have some exciting news to share with you. A0 do so for many years to come.

all of you knOW, we submitted our application teth Our Phi|0ptohos has done wonders this year,
Raritan Township Planning Committee for site pl|an @  organizing a nice dinner dance, providing beautiful
proval in March. At the public hearing, Monday, é8)  flowers for Holy week, organizing the Sunday coffee
the committee voted unanimously (7-0) to approve ou hours, baking for the festival, and so much more. .
proposed plans. As we plan for the future, we are not stopping

This means we are on target to finalize the pur- here. We are striving for a better and more rewaydi
chase of 12 acres of land at Voorhees Corner Rpad b  future. We are looking to create a better education
early Fall as we have been communicating to you ove Program commensurate with our needs by enhancing
the past year or so. A very large number of ouvatds ~ Support for our teachers. In that front | am plese
attended the meeting, and it was thrilling to $meex- announce that Denise Coutsouridis has volunteered t
citement when the committee completed the vote. organize a PTO (parent/teacher organization) tp hel

. .our education programs. Please help Denise be ssicce

Now that we have the site plan approved, we W|lf

need to address few technical issues identifi¢deat ul. We do it for our kids, our future.

meeting, make the final permit applications, suktht Our Festival is scheduled for Father's Day
final documentation to the county planning board an ~ weekend (June 20-21). Itis only hours away. This
sewer authority, and then wait for the final apidey event rejuvenates our community, produces sigmifica

income, and spreads the news about our culture and
good food. This is the perfect event for volunteérs
would like to ask you to come and help. Come and pa
ticipate in this fabulous cultural event.

The approval of the site plan brings us closer to
our realizing our dream. Very soon, we will eresign
on the property indicating the future home of threek

Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County. Indeed, engiti _ _ _
times. In closing, | would like to thank the Parish

The capital campaign is continuing. Now that WeCouncil for setting up the church every Sunday fand
are getting closer to purchasing the land, itiigcad that doing all the work necessary to keep our churcmope

; clean, and running. In particular, | would likett@nk
we send in our pledges. Jorge Ferreira for the enormous number of hours he
We are growing. We see new stewards joining dedicated during Holy Week. | would also like tark
our beloved church. We had the highest numberith-fa the building committee for helping translate ogionh
ful attending Holy Week services and we see areas® into the site plan. Also, | would like to thank Aelg
in weekly attendance. We are moving ahead and we  Ferreira and her committee for the beautiful church
should be able to reach our higher stewardshigta®gt  decorations during Holy week.

for this year. Please spread the good news. We are now in the last stages of preparation for

The Sunday School Program was very successfour Festival, and | would like to thank all of tleostew-
this year, and the Greek Language School Program pr ards and friends who baked, who solicited food, do-
gressed well this year. Our GOYA group had a fditas nated food, money, services, equipment, and tiram |
year and participated in many events and competed o aware of the difficult financial times and the unce
equal grounds against many well established agédar tainty that all of us are going through. Howeves tb-
GOYA groups. sponse and the support we are getting is unpretstien

On June 7, our GOYA group celebrated another | hope to see you all at the festival.
successful year with a well organized dinner dance.
Thanks go to the GOYA advisers and in particular to
Maria Tsatsos for organizing such a nice event.fidre ~ With best regards,
formances of the dancing groups are excellens.éxcit-  john Kaldes

ing t tch hildren d Greek d rtec . . .
ing to watch our children dance Greek dances aritpa [ .~ i brocident 3
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THE GREEK ORTHODOX PARISH OF HUNTERDON COUNTY'S

on ANNUAL

BIG
FAT

SATURDAY SUNDAY
June 20 June 21 (Father’s Day)

12:00 PM to 10:00 PM 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM

RAZBERRY’'S BANQUET CENTER
ROUTE 12, FLEMINGTON, NJ

* 1 NS . Delicious Greek Food & Desserts

- Children’s Amusements

Greek Dancing & Folk Dancing
Vendors & Imported Items
Free Parking & Admission

For More Information
A TASTE

Visit
OF GREECE IN WWW.GO-CHURCH.ORG
HUNTERDON COUNTY Or Call 908-782-9741
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Raritan Twp Planning Board Approves Site Plan

Phase 1—Consists of a place of worship that sea
220 to 240, an administrative wing for classes an(

office space, and a hall for fellowship and events

Phase 2—Includes the addition of larger domed
church closer to Voorhees Corner Road. The orig
worship is reduced in seats for additional rooms.
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As another year of Religious Education came tmael
last Sunday, over seventy children received cedtifis at the end-
of- year celebration. and a special coffee that spamsored by the
religious education teachers.

The teachers would like to thank all the parertie w
made Sunday School a commitment for their chilégr@ch Sun-
day. It takes a joint commitment from both the pésend the
teachers to make our program successful. Foirtdifme this
year, we recognized those students who achievest&hating
Attendance, which required missing three or lebgioais educa-
tion classes for the year. These students arenAlBerreira, Phil-
lip Ferreira, Stefania Ferreira, Sophia Panaggatia®®anageas,
and Yianni Ypsilantis. Congratulations to thesalshts and a
special thank you to these parents for their faltbbmmitment to
our program.

The teachers made a special commitment to outiésmi
and children, and as such, | would like to perdgrthbnk them
for their efforts. Our staff for the 2008-09 pragr included Mar-
garet Panageas, Eleftheria Tsatsos, and Antonidavifis for the

GOYA Reflections
By Eleftheria Tsatsos, GOYA President

As the school year comes to an end, | would likeeflect on thoughts
spent with my fellow GOYAns.

This year has been filled with so much fun, feliwp, and happiness.
In the past few months, our GOYA went to severalogs, religious retreats, Sightg
and Sounds, and Olympics. We also sponsored a fiuajdraiser that carried us
through the end of the year. All these events gtiemed the already tight bonds that
all our GOYAns have. Sights and Sounds was a hugeess! Our church brought
home many awards along with smiles from all the @@¥. We put in a lot of hard
work for the event, but it was enjoyable, and welaoking forward to next year!

During Lent, our church participated at a religiogatreat at Camp
Bernie, where we explored our faith while havingo®d time. By the end of the trig,
people were sad to go because it was a great ergetiBetween all the discussiorn]s,
group gatherings, socializing, and water fightsasured friendships were made.

Tired, our GOYA participated in yet another eved+Olympics. This
is a district-wide competition among many churcinethe Metropolis. This was the
first year we participated in this event, and hkhthat we did a great job! We put
together a group of girls that competed in the epatatch ups. Although we didn’'t
take first place, we did win a game and had afiétio in the process. A few weeks
later, our GOYAns (boys and girls) went to Elizdbtt compete in the rest of the
Olympic events. This was an overnight trip, so \ad fun for almost 48 hours! We
competed in several solo and relay running evemisvalleyball. Although it was
our first Olympics, we made it through all the kénknd ended up having a memorg-
ble experience.

On top of all of these events, our Greek Danceipechad several
performances. To end the season, we will do otiplaformance at the GOPHC
festival this weekend. All the dancers have learmetdonly about Greek dancing b
also about our Greek culture. I'm sure that alldhece steps we learned will be
useful at future wedding and baptism celebrations

—

To wrap it all up, | would like to thank the GOY Aecutive board: Vice
President- Maria Karahalios, Secretary- Stephanieu<and Treasurer- Sofia Tsat
sos. | would also like to thank the GOYAns, ouriadss, the parents, all our sup-
porters, and of course, Father George ,for makirgg@OYA year a successful one|

eagerly look forward to anothéun-filled GOYA year starting this September.

May God keep us all safe this summer so that wecoare back in
September and do this all over again! Happy Sueshin

preschool/kindergarten class, Demetra Peppe fat thé grade
class, Cathy Sakellos for the 3 —4 grade clasaryMlassos for the
5 —6 grade class, Christi Staikos for the 7 —8 gi@dss, Meropi
Martini for the 9 — 11 grade class, and Angela &iearfor our spe-
cial topics.

During the year, we also depended on our substitut
teachers to fill in as needed. Many thanks to Be@outsouridis,
Angela Ferreira, Stephanie McElroy and Amy Zannikagheir
help with our program this year.

Please watch for registration information in thailrthis
summer for our 2009-2010 religious education pnygr&ou can
help by registering in a timely manner so that ae begin to make
plans for our classes and order books for youdotil. Also, we
are always in need of extra hands to help out, ldrgtou are inter-
ested in teaching, substituting, helping with owatOrical Festival,
Christmas Pageant, etc. If you are interestedsplealicate your
willingness to help with our program by checking the appropri-
ate area on our registration form. In the meantirhepe that you
enjoy a safe, enjoyable and relaxing summer witlr yamilies.

Philoptochos—
Wrap Up
Dear Parishioners:

The Philoptochos
wishes to thank all
of our church pa-
rishioners for their
very generous do-
nations to cover the
cost of expenses
for flowers towards
the Kouvouklion
and towards the
Icons. Our church
was filled with
beauty that radiated
from these beautiful flowers during Lent and Holy Pascha.

Meeting the Governor — GOPHC Media Coordinator Kuéu,
Father George Nikas, and Philoptochos Presidenstasi Vlahakes
meet NJ Governor Jon Corzine at the signing ofi@cwive order to
create an Hellenic-American Heritage Commissiodume 11.

We are continuing our efforts and commitment in supporting the Opa
Festival and the church. The ladies of the Philoptochos have been
working diligently preparing large quantities of pastries and spana-
kopita.

Our year-end dinner is scheduled to be held in June. Father George
will be joining us to celebrate another successful year. Nominations

will be accepted for the new Board following Elections for the upcom-
ing Ecclesiastical year.

| personally wish you a safe and blessed summer.

Clergy-Laity Honorees

Congratulations to our parish’s honorees at the
GOMNJ Clergy-Laity Assembly on May 4.

Warmest regards,

Anastasia H. Vlahakes

President
. . Community: Lilyan Shepardson
Agia Magdalene Ladies ) ]
Philoptochos: Anastasia Vlahakes

Philoptochos Society GOVYA: Sofia Tsatsos




104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East: From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WeskteTthe Route 31 exit towardlake Route 31 South.
Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-
ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North
Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes
visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

From the South: From Doylestown, PA:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




