METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters
in the Risen Lord,

Christ is risen and death
has been defeated! Christ is risen
and the dead are liberated from
Hades! Christ is risen and human-
ity has been reconciled with the
Creator! Salvation came to Earth
born in a manger in a cave and
was buried in a tomb in a cave.
Lips that He had formed reviled
Him. Hands that He had fashioned
beat Him. His chosen whom He
had delivered rejected Him. Yet,
through this all He saved us.

The glory of Christ’s third-
day resurrection is that it is a fulfill-
ment of all that He preached on
Earth: mercy, love, sacrifice, and
forgiveness. The Paschal flame
offers to each of us the light of this
basic truth, that “God so loved
the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.”  (John
3:16) This is the joy of Pascha!
That we were given hope where
there was despair, light where
there was only darkness, and life
where there was death.

In the glory of the Resur-
rection of Christ, with persever-
ance and fasting, love and forgive-
ness, let us all come forward on
Great and Holy Pascha as one
family of the Greek Orthodox Par-
ish of Hunterdon County and re-
ceive the light from the unwaning
light and glorify Christ, Who is
risen from the dead. May our
voices resonate throughout the
midnight air that Orthodoxy is in-

indeed flourishing and that our Paschal flame
burns ever so brilliantly as we proclaim with all of
our soul and heart:

It is the day of Resurrection! Let us
be glorious in the splendor of the feast! Let
us embrace one another. Let us speak also
to those who hate us. In the Resurrection let
us forgive all things. And so let us sing:
Christ is risen from the dead, by death tram-
pling upon death, and to those in the tombs
granting life.

The esteemed members of the Parish
Council, Philoptochos and GOYA join me in ex-
tending to each and every one of you a most
blessed Holy and Great Pascha. May the jubila-
tion of His glorious Resurrection fill your hearts
with heavenly bliss and divine peace.

Paschal Services

Saturday, April 11—Saturday of
Lazarus—9am Orthros, 10am Di-
vine Liturgy

Sunday  School/Community

Breakfast/Congregation
Makes Palm Crosses

Sunday, April 12—Palm Sunday,
8am Orthros, 9am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, April 12—Palm Sunday,
6pm Bridegroom Service

Holy Week

Holy Monday, April 13—Bridegroom
Service—7pm

Holy Tuesday, April 14—
Bridegroom Service (Hymn of
Kasiani) - 7pm

Holy Wednesday, April 15—Holy
Unction—7pm

Holy Thursday, April 16 — 9am
Orthros; 10am St. Basil (Mystical
Supper)

Holy Thursday, April 16—The 12
Gospels/Crucifixion—7pm

Holy Friday, April 17—Royal
Hours—9am

Holy Friday, April 17—Un-nailing
Service (Apokathelosis) — 3pm

Holy Friday, April 17—
Lamentations Service—7pm

Holy Saturday, April 18—9am
Orthros, 10am—St Basil’s Liturgy

Father speaks to the chil-
dren about Pascha

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
Holy Saturday, April 18—

Resurrection Service/Divine Lit-
urgy—11lpm

Holy Pascha, April 19—Agape
Vespers Service—12:30pm




The Greek Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County

Services Held at Allerton United Methodist Church
104 Allerton Road and Route 31
Annandale, NJ 08801
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 2505
Flemington, NJ 08822

34 &15 6 (7

78 1
5
L8
*
) 9+
) + 4 *
4 * o+ 4 0%
* 7 +&
) +
;7 +3

69 # 9 #* 07 #(77 #
T# 47
| *
5 4 T+
8 1
* <
4+
n
# | .6

$% & $9
#(O) %9 !

7 8 1
* + "$’_
-+ "$I’ 0 3 <> 69=5
/ 8 1 <7 8"
0 1#2 1#3 1 6 ¢
(77
$ 8 1
6 7 ?

Publication Reminder: 05 )7+ @
The Covenant is published four times a year. Please submit announce- 0 +%
ments electronically to Editor Vasilios Panageas at vpan-

ageas@hotmail.com The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County
reserves the right to edit, alter or reject any content.




I —

President’s Message N

(7 8 (v- "
9
2
7
<< - Nl ((
%
(0 (@
|
# $
% & (0
* +
%
%
2%5 %
2
#0 =9% . , *
I 2%> 5 8 '("<
35 = 4
0 1
2
& 2 6
& <? ((7
3 4
@ A
* 8 B
5 + (7
6 5



I —

THE GREEK ORTHODOX PARISH OF HUNTERDON COUNTY'S

on ANNUAL

BIG
FAT

SATURDAY SUNDAY
June 20 June 21 (Father’s Day)

12:00 PM to 10:00 PM 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM

RAZBERRY’'S BANQUET CENTER
ROUTE 12, FLEMINGTON, NJ

* 1 NS . Delicious Greek Food & Desserts

- Children’s Amusements

Greek Dancing & Folk Dancing
Vendors & Imported Items
Free Parking & Admission

For More Information
A TASTE

Visit
OF GREECE IN WWW.GO-CHURCH.ORG
HUNTERDON COUNTY Or Call 908-782-9741




Moving closer to realizing a dream! This is a conceptual design for the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon
County. The Building Committee is hard at work, having completed the necessary due diligence for purchasing
a 12-acre property on Voorhees Corner Road in Raritan Twp. and documents required for site-plan approval

with the Raritan Township Planning Committee. Plans are scheduled for submittal this month. The Parish
Council will present a full report at the General Assembly, Sunday, March 22, at Razberry’s, following the Di-

vine Liturgy. A Lenten lunch will be served. Hope to see you all as we continue to “build our future together.”

Capital Campaign Update

he Greek Orthodox Parish of

Hunterdon County kicked off
its Capital Campaign on April 16 of
last year to raise the necessary
funds to purchase property on which
to build a place of worship in Hunter-
don County.

The Capital Campaign Com-
mittee is extremely grateful to all
those who have contributed to this
this wonderful dream. Many of you
have been part of this great commu-
nity since its humble beginnings in
2002. You—and all those who have
joined us since — should be proud,
as our journey has traversed the ful-
filling road of Christian virtues, fel-
lowship, and love.

As we continue into our sec-
ond year of the campaign, we appre-
ciate all the blissful blessings that
have been bestowed upon our com-
munity.

We hope and pray for your
continued support in 2009 and be-
yond. Thank you and God bless you!

Where We Stand

Capital Campaign Start Date — 4/16/08
Number of Pledges — 70

Amount Pledged — $1,159,170
Amount Received — $232,655

Range Total
$100-$4000 35
$5k-$9k 15
$10k-$19k 10
$20k-$29k 3
$30k-$49Kk 1
$50Kk-$99k 2
$100k- 3
$150k
$151k- 1
$500k
Total 70

March 20 —Third Salutations to the
Theotokos—7pm

March 22 — Sunday of the Holy
Cross — 8am Orthros; 9am Divine
Liturgy; 11:30am Spring General
Assembly at Razberry’'s

March 27 — Fourth Salutations
Service — 7pm; Parish Oratorical
Festival after the service. Any stu-
dent in seventh grade and higher
who is interested in participating,
please see Meropi Martini or Cathy
Sakellos

April 3—Akathyst Hymn (Final
Salutations) — 7pm

All services are at the Allerton
United Methodist Church, corner of
Route 31 South and Allerton Road,

Annandale, NJ
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Philoptochos Mardi Gras
A Huge Success

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

Thank you for your support and for
your generosity in making our Apokriatiko
Glendi a success!!!!

On February 27, we celebrated

Greek Apokries (Mardi Gras) at the Hunterdon

Playhouse. In the Orthodox tradition, Apok-
ries is the preparation period before Lent.
During this time, the custom is to dress up in

outrageous and colorful disguises and masks.

It is a feast of dancing and lots of good food.
Our celebration indeed fulfilled all of these
wonderful festive traditions. It was truly a
memorable night!

Anastasia H Vlahakes—President, Agia Mag-
dalene Ladies Philoptochos Society

Above—Anastasia Vlahakes and Angela
Ferreira don costumes at the Mardi Gras Glendi.

At Right—showstoppers of the evening —
Maria & George Georgelis
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104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East:

From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WesteTthe Route 31 exit towardrake Route 31 South.

Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-

ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes

visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

From the South:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

From Doylestown, PA:

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




