METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Spiritual Children,

Throughout this past Paschal Season, we have dree

each other with the triumphant sayifigGhrist is risen! Truly He
is Risen!” This is the greeting that so many of us take fantgd,
and yet it is nothing less than the proclamatiothefmyrrh bear-
ers to the disciples of Christ that their Lord &aster‘had risen

from the grave as He foretold.”

Hope washed away despair and joy overwhelmed sor-

row as one by one the apostles realized the fdlheir lament.

They had seen Christ bear all of our infirmitiesl aaise the dead
but, in their heart of hearts, they could not hedighat Jesus
Christ could conquer death itself. When they behbkl Risen

Lord their world was changed ... and then theyosétto the four

corners of the earth to change ours.

any less than that of the apostles? The Holy Sgés#tcended

their heads at Pentecost and gave them the powdethe
strength to preach the Gospel of Christ. Are wediffgrent?
Did not all of us, as Orthodox Christians, alsoefee “the
seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit” when we weraanted
with the Holy Chrism? By virtue of our Baptism, raily are
we able to do what the apostles did, but we arentamded to
do so.

The apostles, by living the life of Christ, spread
Christian faith to the ends of the earth and wejnbiyating
them, can achieve similar results. To our famitigrfds, and
neighbors we need to extend the healing hand oisCHks
heirs to the apostles, when we see the physicatlyspiritu-
ally infirmed, lying on the bed of infirmity, we rstireach out
to them and if we cannot raise up their bodies) titdeast we

Indeed, the world was forever changed by the afiosto must lift up their hearts. We must not only speékowe, we

ministry. The message that the apostles preacheduniéke any
the world had seen. Instead of a philosophy of ‘$ed,” the
apostles preached a Gospel of “the other.” Instfatbstering
resentment and seeking revenge, the apostles peacisospel
of repentance and forgiveness. Instead of playimghe fears of
people, the apostles offered a Gospel of hope. Whisthe Gos-
pel Christ gave them and this was the messageptteeghed.

How, then, did they change the world? Was it by- bri
liant oratory or subtle persuasion? Did the apegji@n access to
the powerful and famous who could then impose tdlron an
unwilling people? Was it by force of arms that tGiespel spread
throughout the world with the promise of materialvards—
either in this world or the next?

No, it was not by brilliant oratory, though the aching
of the apostles put the greatest rhetoricians &ngh No, it was
not by special access to the rich and powerfulighathe mighti-
est emperor would soon bow before the power of tiieissage.
No, it was not by force of arms or promise of red&rthough no
force on earth could resist them, and the rewarteofission of
sins and life eternal that they promised was grethtn any for-
tune that could be amassed on earth.

The apostles changed the world by simply living ltfee
of Christ. Why, then, did they become apostleshinfirst place?
They became apostles because they saw the Chesindarnate
Word of God, heal the sick, forgive those who halteh into sin,
serve others, and lay down His life for all of Ufiese were the
actions that changed their hearts and made thémréiof men.

What then is the message for us? Is our respoitgibil Interim Pastor

must show it—even when we are being persecuted, Wes
must show love, even to those who persecute us.v#reh
we go out into the world, we need to invite all @brist's
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

The apostles did this by sharing their great jagraf
witnessing our Lord’s glorious Resurrection. We ,tdbis
Paschal season, have experienced a great joy. yEaiss
Holy Week was indeed a most special and spiritirak.t
Many who attended the sacred services commentedt abo
this. The apostles did not keep their joy as aqeksecret
but rather shared it with all that they encountefidse who
have been absent from the pews during our divinacess or
less than active participants at our Community &yefor
whatever reason, need to know of this great joye T&ood
News” of our growing Community needs to resoundhigir
ears, hearts and souls, as it does in ours.

The saving mystery of Christ's precious Body and

Blood awaits! The empty tomb awaits! The flame ehte-
cost awaits! Christ Himself awaits! Let us not yaout go out
from the Jerusalem of our Holy Week and live tife bf
Christ to its fullest. Let us live the life of tlapostles. Let us
be worthy inheritors and fulfill the mission givém us when
we were baptized—to be, ourselves, apostles ofisCtur all

of Hunterdon County; indeed, to all of the world.

With Love in Christ, Greek OPA Festival
Archimandrite George NikasiV(zV AR I A e

See Pages 4 &5
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OPA! Good Food,
Music, and Dancing.
Break a plate! We
don’t care.

Join us May 26 & 27,
noon until 11 pm at
Razberry’s Route 12,
Flemington.

Kids Zone (Rides),

Sparky, the Somerset
Patriots mascot,
WMGQ broadcasting
live, nonstop Greek
music and dance,
Greek novelty and
hand-crafted items,
and loads of delicious
Greek food & dessert




Razberry’'s
Route 12,
Flemington

Good Food
Kids Rides
& Free
Parking!
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GOPHC Makes Historic March Down Fifth Avenue

Forty-five parishioners,
with more than half of
them children, marched
down Fifth Avenue on
April 22 for the Annual
Greek Independence
Day Parade. This was
the parish’s first ever
parade. Under beautiful
sunny skies, the proud
marchers waved their
flags, sported heir
“Building Our Future
Together” banner, and
waved to the cheering
crowds. The parish
would like to thank
James of Toyota for
sponsoring the bus trip.

Stephanie Kubu Takes Honors
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Stephanie Kubu with Father George Nikas|ai" ( ( -

Stephanie Kubu received an Honorarly (
Mention at the District Oratorical Fest
val on April 28, at Holy Trinity, West- -

1
—

field, for her speaking topic: How doep ( / ) ( (/

the life of St. Catherine Inspire You. 0 -

The prior week, Stephanie and fellow Philoptochos Taverna Night Brings Praise
ghor::;t_l'r? apﬁvszlor;ertri;ngtgegoig Iﬂgndé . ' A crowd of over 200 attended the Ladies’ Philoptzxth “Greek
e , particip . P 1 2 3 Taverna Night,” April 21, at the distinguished Hields Elbow Coun-
ish’s first-ever Oratorical Festival. try, Club, Far Hills, NJ. The event was delightfnld successful.




104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East:

From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WesteTthe Route 31 exit towardrake Route 31 South.

Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-

ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes

visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

From the South:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

From Doylestown, PA:

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




