METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Spiritual Children,

A beautiful garden is truly a site to behold. Maofy
us spend time in our yards, planting flowers amtliteg to
them throughout the year so that our yards maydmenad
with their vibrant colors and fragrant aroma. lwer for the
flowers to survive, much less blossom, the soil tnhes con-
tinually supplied with nutrients and water.

It may seem odd to think of flowers when the su
mer months are receding and the cool breeze ofmutiooms
ahead of us. The winds of Fall, however, also ntharreturn
of our families from vacations and Summer holidayshool
begins again for our children and for many of us, far too
long absence from Church is remedied by a returtheorall
programs of Sunday and Greek School, Choir, Ploldpis,
GOYA as well as our social and fundraising actisti
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in their Ortho-
dox Faith. In
order to
qguench our
thirst, how-
ever, and in
order for our
children to
blossom into
the beautiful
images of hu-
manity that
they were in-
tended by God
to be, we must
seek out this

many months without water. The heat would burn trerd
the soil in which they were planted would becomg dnd
parched. Soon they would wither and eventually tormust
from a lack of care and attention. Our souls arelifferent—
they continually need to be watered by the Word@ofl and
nourished by the Holy Eucharist. Now that Septenibeipon
us, and a new Ecclesiastical year has begun, praper to
pause and reflect on how we are watering the floofeour
souls.

very children.

Do we want to know the truth? Then we must
turn our ears from deception. Do we want to sedigf?
Then we must step out of the darkness. Do we want o
children to grow? Then we must water their soulthwi
truth and light. We must, however, give them mdranta
mere taste of this divine water. We must bring thiem
drink from the well of the Divine Liturgy, our Suay
School program, and the many youth events scheduled

Our children each and every day are indoctrinated ghroughout the year. We ourselves, must come tettiy

a world that takes no vacation from its harmful kvoit

teaches materialism and selfishness, vainglorypitk. The
world tells our children that man has all the answend to
believe in something other than oneself is fooled® The
world is like the heat of the sun upon the flowémars and
our children’s souls. Whereas the flower cannatdpitself to
water, we—as children of God, made in His image ket

ness—can bring ourselves to the sweet water ofsalvand
God’s blessings.

programs afforded for adults such as the AgapeléCoc
seek out the Priest with our questions and cordassso
that we may also grow ourselves.

A New Ecclesiastical year is once again upon us
and Christ once again opens the door to all as étsd
each and every day of our existence. Let this rod lyear
when we allow ourselves to remain parched and lamen
our lack of spiritual growth. Rather, let us do wilae
flower cannot—let us come to the water that wilesais

Each Sunday affords us an opportunity to water odfom death.

souls when we come to hear the beautiful hymnshef t

Orthros, listen to the words of Holy Scripture, grattake of
the Body and Blood of Christ. Each Sunday affords chil-
dren the opportunity to be nourished at Sunday &ichy the
knowledge of God’s salvation for man. We all thifst the
water of God’s love and we all desire for our cteéldto grow

With Love in Christ,
Archimandrite George Nikas
Interim Pastor




Sunday Services

Orthros 8:00 am
Divine Liturgy 9:00 am

Church Office Location
Liberty Court, Suite 300
260 Route 202-31
Flemington, NJ 08822
908-782-9741

Church Office Hours:
Mon., Wed., Thu.
10:00 am to 2 pm

Fellowship Coffee 10:30 am

Publication Reminder:

The Covenant is published four times a year. Please submit announce-
ments electronically to Editor Vasilios Panageas at vpanageas@go-
church.org. The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County reserves the
right to edit, alter or reject any content.

The Greek Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County

Services Held at Allerton United Methodist Church
104 Allerton Road and Route 31
Annandale, NJ 08801
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 2505
Flemington, NJ 08822

Clergy
The Very Rev. Archimandrite George Nikas

gnikas@mail.com

Administration
Lilyan Shephardson
Irene Orginos
908-782-9741

Parish Council
John Kaldes—President
Joanne Diver—First Vice President
Vasilios Panageas—Second Vice President
Diana Grina—Recording Secretary
Brenda Karahalios—Corresponding Secretary
Peter Zannikos—Treasurer

Stephen Kehayes—Assistant Treasurer

Jorge Ferreira, Gus Kamnitsis, Irene Orginos, George Rudy, Evan
Samouhos, Nikki Shephardson

Ladies Philoptochos

Anastasia Vlahakes—President

anastaciavh@yahoo.com

Choir

Chris Pantos

cgpantos@earthlink.net

Sunday School
Cathy Sakellos

csakellos@patmedia.net

GOYA
Christi Staikos & Fay Sideris

cstaikos@patmedia.net & fsideris@msn.com

Greek Language School
Nikki Shephardson

nshephardson@rider.edu

Greek Dance Classes

Marie Alaina Jenkins

mlaina64@yahoo.com




President’s Message

Dear Parishioners:

| am very pleased to give you this brief updateten
state of our community.

tract is signed, the Parish Council will call a @et Assem-
bly to present the entire deal and ask for parrstiap-
proval. Our supporting building fund committees éalso
developed the necessary brochures for a capitgbaigm
kickoff, so we’ll need everyone’s help to make dueam a
reality.

We are growing! Slowly, we have reached 77 pledged

stewards, with the average pledge close to $700aMy@ot far
from our 2007 target of 90 stewards. This is vacgindeed,
but we must continue spreading the good word aboube-
loved community. Reach out and tell your family drieinds
that the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon Coistatying
down its spiritual as well as physical roots.

With the new church year just around the corner, o
community has been working diligently to bolstervast pro-
grams.

To start, we have put together a great 2007-2008
Greek Language Program. Father George, Nikki Careed
Joanne Diver have worked very hard in bringing atbdlaree
very qualified teachers, and together, the grougpdeveloped a
comprehensive program to meet the needs of oudrehil

Tuition covers only a portion of the cost, witketh
Church’s budget footing the bill for the remaindEne ex-
penses for the program is an estimated $15,000 yeas, the
program encompassed 26 students, but this yeaanti@pate
a larger enrollment.

We need the help of all the students’ parentssista
our teachers in running the program. We are irptbeess of
organizing a PTO and in short, we need voluntégrs.goal
for this organization is to work with the teachdtather
George, and other members of the Parish Counailatke the
Greek Language Program enjoyable for the childeewell as
the teachers.

Our community’s mainstay spiritual program for the
youth is Sunday School, now entering its sixth seaBirector
Cathy Sakellos is returning after a very succeseftial year
at heading up the program. Cathy has been tea&iinday
School since the beginning, back in 2002. Pleagistes your
children and bring them to church promptly and fésmas
possible.

We also plan to offer Greek Dance lessons again, s
please contact Joanne Diver to sign up your childre

By now, you probably have received registration
forms for Greek Language classes, Sunday SchoolGaaek
Dance lessons. Please return them as soon as gou ca

Land Purchase

We are getting close to finalizing the land pussha
that we had discussed at our last General AsseMisyare
looking to purchase a minimum of five acres whilalaating
buying more if needed. At the same time we areystud
ing the costs of the various options. As soon e@nia

Fundraising

After far surpassing our goals for this year'seé¢
“Opa” Festival, it's full steam ahead to our nexdjor fund-
raising event, the annual Parish Dinner Dance,cidid for
November 17, at Razberry’s Banquet and Conferemee C
ter. Last year’s Dinner Dance was so successftthimyear
we have booked the larger banquet room, so plésball
your family and friends. We will need all the supipee can
get. This year, we will publish a commemorativerjal,
too, so we once again look forward for your assista If
anyone is interested in helping with the journahtact Din-
ner Dance Chairperson Doniki Ibrahim.

This winter, mark February 16, 2008 on your calen-
dars, for the next Wine & Dine, hosted by George an
Christi Staikos at their home. George is a renosmraelier
and has hosted the parish’s past Wine & Dine evévitat a
perfect time to take your Valentine to enjoy goodd, good
wine, and best of all, spend time with great frienéind re-
member, all proceeds go toward our cause.

We have our work cut out for us, but as always, we
have a lot of fun and fantastic fellowship. Sokiek off the
new church season, we are looking forward to segiogat
our annual

Parish Picnic, Saturday, Sept. 8, noon —
3pm, at Mine Brook Park, Flemington, NJ. Join
us for some good food and good company.

True, this isall good news; however, | do have a bit
of sad news: our psaltist George Dalagelis is ngpoim,
accepting a position at St. George’s CathedrahitaBel-
phia, just 20 minutes from his home. Over the tastand a
half years, George has served this community wibtes-
sionalism and passion. We could not ask more from He
chanted in Greek and English, and he shared indoatfoy-
ful successes as well as our growing pains. |patsonally
miss George. We wish him all the best.

So now we need a new psaltist. If you know some-
one who is interested in serving this key positjgease let
Father George or any member of the Parish Counoivk

I hope to see you all at the picnic.
Enjoy the remaining summer days.
With Best Regards,

John S. Kaldes,

President



Fifth Annual Parish Dinner Dance

Razberry’s
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Save The Date

«  November 17, 2007

« Greek Orthodox
Parish of Hunterdon
County Fifth An-
nual Dinner Dance

e 7pmuntil 11pm

« Razberry’s Banquet
Hall, Flemington,
NJ

Buffet, Cash Bar,
and DJ featuring tra-
ditional Greek and
Contemporary Music

$65 per person

All are welcome to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon
County’s Fifth Annual Dinner Dance, at Razberry’s Banquet and
Conference Center, Route 12, Flemington, NJ. Festivities are
slated to begin at 7pm and last until 11pm.

Last year’s Dinner Dance was so successful that this year we have
booked the larger banquet room, so that means more seats to fill
and more room to dance. Enjoy the sounds of Greek and Ameri-
can music via DJ JTK Express and delicious Greek-flavored buffet
and dessert. Cost is only $65 a person.

This year’s chairperson is Doniki Ibrahim. She is looking for as-
sistance for one of the parish’s most important fundraiser. If
you’re interested in attending or helping out, please call Doniki at
908-303-9954.

Parish Dinner Dance

Commemorative Journal

The Dinner Dance Com-

mittee is looking for assis

tance in publishing a con
memorative journal for
the parish’s fifth annual
dinner dance. The journg
is a much needed fund-
raiser for the parish. Afte
the Greek Festival, the
dinner dance is the most
important way for our
parish to raise funds. Th¢
committee is looking for
layout designers, adverti
ers, and assistants for
committee chairperson
Doniki lbrahim. If you are
interested in helping out,
please call 908-303-9954
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Bravo — 2007 OPA Greek Festival A Huge Succgess

Sunday School Begins September 23

Sunday School News 2007-2008

Cathy Sakellos — Sunday School Director

We completed our fifth Sunday School year with adgiation ceremony on Juneé™0
Nearly sixty students received their Sunday Schedificates that day. On June'24
fourteen children and their parents enjoyed refresits and a game of miniature go
at the Branchburg Family Golf center. This waseapway to celebrate the start of
the summer season as well as watch the fellowstdgdréendship that our children
share.

Now as the summer season comes to an end, planadeevay for the start of an-
other Sunday School year. This year we will berfig classes for pre-K through the
tenth grade. Our Sunday School classes will thirtyear on Sunday, Septembef*23
We will have registration on Sunday, SeptembBf&afd Sunday, Septembé? @uring

Our fourth Greek School  Middle School, both off
Coffee Hour. season is scheduled to be- Route 31, Annandale, NJ.
gin, Monday, Sept. 24. The Our program enjoys three

Room. It is important that each family wishingetaroll in our program complete the progrgm I; OEEH to C(;"ldre(? taleﬂtﬁd tgf’mher;’ W.Ith
form as soon as possible so that we can adequdgelyour classes and enroliment. entering the first grade and each heading a beginner,

Registrations have been mailed to each family dsaare available in the Fellowship

This year we are asking for a small fee of $10 fesanh family for registration. This ~ continues through high intermediate, and ad-
will be used to purchase course materials and ®gpYour support in returning the  school. Classes are held vanced class. For more
registration form in a timely manner is greatly egmiated. from 5:30pm until 7pm, information, call Father

Enjoy the remaining days of summer with your faesili The teachers and myself ~ €very Monday at the Aller- George, 732-232-1036.
look forward to seeing your children on a regulasis come September and teaching ton Church and classrooms

your children about our beautiful Greek Orthodata at Patrick McGaheran



I

We are doing great! To the 77 families, to date, who have returned their pledge cards we thank you. We en-
thusiastically await everyone's response to generate 100% participation in our stewardship program. In order
to continue with all of the programs the parish offers, we kindly ask that you continue your support to keep
these ministries viable. We need everyone’s love, help, and support. Prayerfully, we ask you to send in your

2007 commitment as soon as possible.

If you have received your envelopes for 2007 and have not returned your pledge card, please take a few mo-

ments to do so.
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon County 2007 Pledged Members

Avramidis, Vasilios & Jana
Balios, John & Efthemia
Bongiovanni, Robert & Michelle
Blanos, Marlene

Collett, Martin

Connell, William & Nikki
Costalas, Paul & Josephine
Coutsouridis, John & Denise
Dalagelis, George

. Diver, Sean & Joanne

. Doty, James & Kathy

. Fallon, Anna

. Ferreira, Jorge & Angela

. Georgeles, George & Maria
. Giannouris, John & Lynne,

Tracey

Gianos, Irene

Giotis, John & Karen
Grina, Peter & Diana
Hanis, Donald
Hatzikalfas, John & Ellie
Hindle, John & Irene
Hiras, Mike & Stacie
Ibrahim, Robert & Doniki
Isaac, Fikry & Irene
Jenkins, Marie-Alaina
Kaldes, John & Zoi
Kamnitsis, Gus & Nancy
28. Kapetanakis, Don

29.

As of August 20, 2007

Karahalios, Vasilios & Brenda
Kefalos, John & Jacqueline

. Kehayes, Peter & Helen
. Kehayes, Stephen & Beth
. Keenan, Kyle & Maria

Kokinelis, Nicholas & Kathleen

. Komninos, Alexios & Anne
. Kousoulis, Theodore & Rose-

marie

. Kubu, James & Eva
. Leon, Helen
. Logothetis, Nikita & Sophia

Manoussakis, Stamatios

. Markos, Peter & Elaine
. Maroulakos, Harry
. Martini, Meropi

Massos, James & Mary

. McElroy, Stephanie
. Minakis, George

. Minikus, Phaedra

. Orginos, Helen

. Orginos, Irene

Paliatsos, Mary

. Panageas, Nicholas
. Panageas, Vasilios & Margaret
. Pantos, Chris & Cheryl

Peppe, George & Demetra

. Rentoulis, Dina
. Rentoulis, Nicholas

57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

64.
65.

66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
7.

Rudy, George & Sofia
Rumbas, John & Michelle
Sakellaropoulos, Socrates
Sakellos, Evan & Catherine
Samouhos, Evan & Mellanie
Savorgiannakis, Kalloroe

Shephardson, Aletha & Zayas,
Marc

Shephardson, Lilyan

Shephardson, Robert & Flynn,
Deirdre

Sideris, Stephanos & Eleni
Sideris, Fay

Staikos, George & Christi
Stavrakas, Spyros & Bia
Stieglitz, Robert & Katerina
Trumpy, Fred & Larisa
Tsatsos, Constantine & Maria
Waltz, Robert & Christina
Vlahakes, Louis & Anastasia
Vlahakis, Daniel

Y psilantis, Peter & Antonia
Zannikos, Peter & Amy
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Philoptochos Ready For The New Church Seaso

President’s Message

The season for the Agia Mag-
dalene’s Ladies Philoptochos
Society of the Greek Orthodox
Parish of Hunterdon County
has ended with the election of
a new Executive Board. | feel
proud and blessed to serve as
its new President for the next
two years. We're looking for-
ward to the upcoming events
and the worthy challenges that
we’ll be undertaking.

Meet The Board

The elected executive officers
include: Zoi Kaldes, Vice Presi-
dent, Margaret Panageas, 2nd
Vice President, Helen Ke-
hayes, Treasure, Cathy Sakel-
los, Recording Secretary, and
Mary Massos, Corresponding
Secretary.

A Festive Bunch

Recently, the Parish concluded
its Third Annual Greek Festi-
val, and what a great success
it was! The event was filled
with hard-working parishioners,
large crowds and delightful
weather. Philoptochos con-
tributed its share by making
large quantities of pastries,
spanakopita, and loukou-
mades. We thank everyone
involved, and we look forward
to supporting our next festival.

One of the most recent events
that Philoptochos has offered
the Parish is a trip to the
Christmas Spectacular Show
at Radio City Music Hall on
November 10. Within two
days, we sold 45 tickets for the
show including bus transporta-
tion. What a wonderful way to
start the Holiday Season!

The word Philoptochos means
“friends of the poor.” The
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philop-
tochos Society was estab-

lished in the early 1900’s and continues to play a vital role in our Greek Orthodox Parishes.
We embrace our Christianity of love and philanthropy. Our mission is to engage in outreach
ministries to include donations and visits to St. Michaels Home for the Elderly, St. Basil's
Children’s Academy and supporting the Women'’s Crisis of Flemington.

The success of our organization depends upon new membership. Whether active or sup-
portive, we urge you to join and get involved in becoming a part of this philanthropic organi-
zation to support your church and community. For further information, please contact me at

(908) 371-1040 or e-mail me at anastasiahv@yahoo.com.

Warmest regards,

Anastasia H. Vlahakes

President,

Agia Magdalene Ladies Philoptochos Society

Got A Nice Voice? Call Us

We're looking to strengthen our psaltist and clypaups. If
you've been told that you have a pleasant voia the'd like
to hear it. Nothing is more joyous then the bealtiymns of
the Divine Liturgy and Orthodox services.

Currently, we have an opening for psaltist or charive're
looking for experienced psaltists, Greek or Englisla mix-
ture of both languages. If you're interested, pecall Father
George Nikas at 732-232-1036.

The parish choir is always looking for more celébdavoices.
No experience is needed, as choirmaster Chris Paato
teach anyone the beautiful responses for the Divituegy.
We ask that if you intend to sing to please aravew minutes
before the start of the Liturgy at 9am. Call Fatifiérterested.

Parish Picnic
September 8

End the summer with one
final barbecue! Join the pa-
rishioners of the Greek Orth
dox Parish of Hunterdon
County from noon until 3pm

Sat., Sept 8, as they say go¢d-

bye to the summer and hellg

to the upcoming church yeal.

The picnic is at Mine Brook
Park, Flemington, NJ. Plenty
of fun, food, games for the
entire family. Don’t forget to
bring your sports equipment
as well as side dishes or deq
serts. For more information,
call Bill Panageas at 908-24
7526.




SUNDAY SERVICES
ORTHOS - 8:00AM
DIVINE LITURGY

9:00AM

COFFEE HOUR - 10:30AM
]

104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East: From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WeskteTthe Route 31 exit towardlake Route 31 South.
Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-
ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North
Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes
visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

From the South: From Doylestown, PA:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




