METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

My Beloved Stewards and Friends of
the Greek Orthodox Parish of Hunterdon
County,

My beloved, it is indeed an
exciting time of the year as we all return
from our summer vacations, rejuvenated
to face the new Academic and Work
year. It is also a time to mentally and
spiritually prepare ourselves for the new
challenges that lie ahead as we continue
to build our Community in this New Ec-
clesiastical Year (September 1*") and
come one step closer to realizing our
dreams. Working harmoniously together,
and guided and protected by the power
of the precious and life-giving Cross, we
shall overcome any obstacles and shall
be victorious in our endeavors, as we
are reminded that if God is for us, who
can be against us? (Romans 8:31)

Indeed, our dreams ARE BE-
COMING A REALITY as we prepare to
celebrate a major milestone in the his-
tory of our beloved Community. | am
pleased to announce that because of
the dedication and perseverance of our
Parish Council and with the continued
support and prayers of YOU the pious
Orthodox Faithful, by the end of Sep-
tember, we will go to Closing on the 12
acres of property on Voorhees Corner
Road in Flemington. The Greek Ortho-
dox Parish of Hunterdon County will
officially own 12 acres upon which our
beautiful future will be built: Church and
Community Center.

I invite you to join the Parish
Council, the Philoptochos and our

| am also very pleased to an-
nounce that our Parish Ministry Pro-

~ grams are well underway with the addi-

tion of the PTO and HOPE/JOY this
year. | invite all parents to register your
children in our Religious and Greek
Education classes as well as in the vari-

=8 ous Youth programs of our Community.

Youth, as we labor together to ensure
our success in the next phase of our
Capital Campaign and Building Pro-
ject, which of course is the construc-
tion of a Church Home of our own that
will serve as the foundation for offering
glory to Almighty God and witnessing
to our Orthodox Faith. Now more than
ever, | urge you to spread the good
news and invite all to become an ac-
tive part of this beautiful Community.
As you can understand, the fulfillment
of your Capital Campaign Commit-
ments and your continued Stewardship
Pledges are very important if we are to
have the financial strength to proceed
to the next phase. TOGETHER WE
CAN DO IT!

Furthermore, | invite all of you to con-
sider becoming active participants in our
Philoptochos, PTO and Choir as well as
the Parish Council, which of course has
the greatest challenge and joy of ensur-
ing the forward progress of our dynamic
and ever-growing Parish. On behalf of
all of our current Stewards, | welcome
those families that have joined our
Community recently and pray that you
have found a wonderful answer to your
spiritual needs and search.

Finally, I wish to express my
personal gratitude, and that of our Par-
ish Council, to all of you who have taken
a most active role and interest in the
progress and happenings of our be-
loved Community. YOU are the ones
that have made this Community what it
is today: a special haven of love and
comfort from the tribulations of this
world. May our loving Heavenly Father
bless you and keep you under His di-
vine protection always, and especially
as we begin a new Ecclesiastical Year
in the life of the Greek Orthodox Parish
of Hunterdon County.

With Love in Christ,

tArchimandrite George Nikas




The Greek Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County

Services Held at Allerton United Methodist Church
104 Allerton Road and Route 31
Annandale, NJ 08801
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 2505
Flemington, NJ 08822
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President’s Message

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

It is September again, and the beginning of a
new ecclesiastical year is upon us. With great joy, | would
like to say that this year is going to be even better than
the previous years.

We are ready to close on the Voorhees Corner
Road property, and by the end of September, the prop-
erty will be ours. As we have been communicating to all
of you the last two years, we are on target to meet the
first phase of our plans to build our own church here in
Hunterdon County.

You should all be very proud of the progress we
have made so far.

We are purchasing the property without mort-
gage, and therefore, we are asking all of you to become
current with your capital campaign pledge so that we
have the sufficient funds to pay for the closing costs and
to complete the outstanding permitting in order to get the
final Site Plan approval from the Township.

Last June, thanks to the generosity of Deno and
Debbie Orginos and to your great support and hard work,
we had another successful OPA Festival at Razberry’s.
Not even bad weather for the first day of the Festival
stopped us. People love our Festival and its Greek food,
and they never miss the once-a-year opportunity to ex-
perience our culture.

The Greek School has just started and there is
still time to register your children. Keep in mind, the
sooner you register, the easier it will be for our educa-
tional director and teachers to plan for the classroom
sizes and other logistics. Please see educational director
Nikki Shepardson for details.

The Religious Educational Program this year is
expected to have the highest number of children ever. It
is very nice to see our church packed with children every
Sunday; we should feel confident that our religion and
culture will have a presence here in Hunterdon County for
quite a long time. Please see Religious Educational Di-
rector Angela Ferreira for all your questions.

This year, we have started a PTO, and | would
like to ask you to support the volunteers who run the pro-
gram. Please see Denise Coutsouridis or Antonia Ypsi-
lantis for details. In addition, because we have so many
younger children this year, parishioners Margaret Pan-
ageas and Joanna Dodd volunteered to start our first
JOY and Hope programs for children in grades first
through sixth.

Our GOYA group, under the direction of Maria

Tsatsos and Maria Georgelles, has exploded to over 25
teens, the biggest group ever. Well known and highly
respected in the Metropolis, the GOYA is looking for-
ward to another successful year.

Our annual dance is scheduled for November
14, 2009. This will be one great and unforgettable
event. Please reserve the date and support our co-
chair ladies Margaret Panageas and Sofia Manous-
sakis, who are working to make this event the best
ever. We are planning to offer a commemorative jour-
nal, and the only way to make this successful is to get
as many ads as possible.

Our small parish has a big heart. Our parish-
ioners are willing to take the extra step and work the
extra hours to promote our church, to guide our youth,
and to help the Parish Council with the short and long
term plans. The future is bright.

In closing, | would like to thank Father George
and the Parish Council members for all the hard work
and support they have giving me over the last year and
especially the last few months with the site-plan ap-
proval.

Please help us as we continue to move forward
in “Building our future together.”

With best regards,
John Kaldes

President, PC
September 2009




Religious Education Program Kicks Off New Season

Welcome to another year for our Religious Educa- to the fellowship hall. As part of the Church Schpro-

tion Program (Church School) which began on Sepéemb
13, 2009. | hope that you have enjoyed a relagzingmer
with your families and look forward to a spirituallplifting
year. | would like to welcome back all of our neting
teachers and extend a heartfelt “welcome aboardiuitacmew
teachers.

gram, periodically each class will return to Chufohthe
entire Divine Liturgy and will sit together witheir teachers
in the front left pews. Please check the weekHlekin for
this information.

As educators of our faith, we are humbled with the
responsibility to help teach our beautiful Orthodaith to

On Sunday mornings, the Orthros Service starts atyour children. We are all on this journey to stitwa to-

8:15 am immediately followed by the Divine Liturgy9
am. We would like to encourage everyone to attettl
Orthros and the Divine Liturgy. Our Church Schsialrts at
8:55 am in Church at the start of the Divine Lityend con-
tinues with the children going to their classrodoibwing
the Great Entrance. Arriving on time is importaatthat

your child can participate in the Liturgy and hds Gospel,

which will be discussed during his/her lessonsligiais
education is fulfilled in the Sacraments of the @hu At-
tending, participating and understanding the Lijurgn
bring to life what the children are learning in tlassroom.

Following the Great Entrance, pre-K (age 4 by De-

cember 31, 2009) and Kindergarten students shoolkpd
to the front upstairs room; all other students shpuoceed

The GOPHC welcomes this years Parent
Teachers Organization’s co-directors Denise
Coutsouridis and Antonia Ypsilantis’'s, as they
lend a friendly hand of support for the Religious
and Greek Language programs this season.

We hope parents in these programs join in
assisting the ladies, who plan on holding periodic
meetings to discuss issues that arise during the
year and events that need parental support. For
more information about the PTO, contact Denise
at cdc2@comcast.net and Antonia at
toni@gotgreentech.com.

The PTO kick-off meeting
was held September 27.

gether and we appreciate your commitment and stippor
help us maximize the benefit of the Church Sch@oton-
sistent and regular attendance every Sunday isinggr-
tant. Please help us in this effort. We are a3y excited
to introduce the new Parent Teacher OrganizatigiOjP
headed by Denise Coutsouridis and Antonia Yps#anile
invite you to get involved.

Together we can make this an exciting, spiritually
enriching year for your child through the mercy ok of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. o

God bless you and your family.

In Christ’s love, Y]l )

cachthe -,

Angela Ferreira, Director of Religious Educatu\(\a((‘m(‘r]

Philoptochos Elects New Officers

Our Philoptochos year was fulfilled and celebraiethe year-end
dinner with our spiritual advisor, Father Geordé.that time, 11 members
were elected to the Board. In early SeptembeBtiegd nominated and voted
for a new Executive Board. The following are tlssvrmembers of the Agia
Magdalene Ladies Philoptochos Executive BoardHermext two years:

President Anastasia Vlahakes
Vice President Arge Mardakis
Treasurer Antonia Ypsilantis
Assistant Treasurer Helen Kehayes
Secretary Cathy Sakellos

Congratulations to all!! | would like to thank rprevious board
members for all of their support and dedicatiomiking our organization a
success. Thank you to Zoi Kaldes, Margaret Parsagiech Mary Massos.

We are excited and looking forward to the new Esielstical year
with continued growth and exciting events. Oneuwf priorities is to increase
membership by recruiting more parishioners to thia prestigious society of
helping the poor and destitute while at the same 8upporting the church. A
letter recruiting new Philoptochos members has Iegited to all of the
GOPHC asking for their support.

Although, we have not updated our new calendawvefts, we have
scheduled the Philoptochos dinner/dance fundré&sédtebruary 6, 2010.
Please come and join us!

Best Regards,
Anastasia H. Vlahakes, President

Agia Magdalene Ladies Philoptochos Society



GOYA Ready For New Ecclesiastical Year

The summer has flown by and it's now time to meeting in late September. Also planned is theidist

jump back into action with GOYA!

For those of you who don't already know,
GOYA is a Greek Orthodox Youth Group that is jam-
packed with fun events to keep you entertained
throughout the scholastic year. As this new GOYA
year approaches, | would like to thank last yeat's
ecutive board, advisors, GOYAns, and all our suppor
ers for a job well done!

We participated in many events which we
plan to continue on and enhance this year. Eveats w
took part in included monthly social dances, fuisdra
ers, charity work, religious retreats, sights aoainsls,
and Junior Olympics. Of course these are only some
of the many things GOYA has to offer.

This year, GOYA's executive board will con-
sist of: President- Eleftheria Tsatsos, Vice Pasid
Stephanie Kubu, Secretary-Aleena Ferreira, and
Treasurer- Sofia Tsatsos.

In the upcoming weeks, GOYA will be very
busy. We opened up the year with othGOYA

kick-off dance which allows all the churches in dis-
trict to mingle. In addition GOYA sent four diveisthe
yearly “diving for the cross” event at Asbury Park
September 20. Each parish is allowed four reprasent
tives to compete to retrieve the cross. Represgiotim
church this year were Katarina Loizou, Kyriakos iy
Sofia Tsatsos, and Anthony Staikos. Although no one
from our church retrieved the cross, we had afiétm
cheering them on.

Any parishioner who is now of age"(o 12"
grade) and would like to participate in GOYA, seamde-
mail to Maria Tsatsos attsatsos@comcast.nény
guestions are welcomed as well.

Again, | wish to thank everyone for last year’s
success and | look forward to a new, fun, and it

year!
Eleftheria Tsatsos mm

GOPHC GOYA President

Greek Dance Troupe Stepping Out HOPE & JOY Break New Ground

The GOPHC Junior and Senior Dance Troupes take thei

first steps into the 2009-10 season with registraéind practices.
Returning dance instructors are Olga Mantis forSkaiors and
Marie-Laina Jenkins for the Juniors.

The Senior group is for youngsters between ageml2
18 and rehearse 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm every Thursidgy at Fran-
ces A. Desmares Elementary School, Old Clinton Rémington.
There is a fee per practice lesson and this isdirakto two pay-
ments of tuition for the year. The program consi$t40 lessons.

The payment due dates are October 15, 2009 and+eb
ary 15, 2009. Total payment for one child is $28@ children,
$240 per child, and three children, $220 per child.

The Junior Group is for dancers in K tBgrade. The
program consists of three levels: Beginners, Inégliate, and
Advanced. Assisting Ms. Jenkins are Larisa Trumpy doanna
Dodd.

The group plans to meet two/three times a month on
Sunday'’s throughout the year to prepare for the GE#tival and
other local community events. All dance classethelheld at the
Hunterdon County Library, Flemington or the DodrEsidence/
dance studio, Raritan Twp.

Fee Donations: $25 for Levels 1&2; $50 for Level 3

The GOPHC added two new ministries this year:
HOPE and JOY. The mission and goal for HOPE and &Y
to lead the younger children of the parish in eiqraring the
Holy Orthodox faith.

The HOPE program is for children kindergarten
through second grade, and the JOY program is fitafreln in
third grade through sixth grade. For more inforomticontact
Margaret Panageas at 908-246-7527 or Joanna D@fi8at
782-5701.

Lend Your Voice—Choir Is Back

The choir is looking for voices. We sing in Gresid Eng-
lish and the lyrics are available in phoneticstfarse who do not read
or speak Greek. The basic requirement is that mesmied to be
committed and available to be in church beforedtiten start of the
liturgy and are able to attend rehearsals. Tlhigyato read music is
helpful but not a requirement. We try to reheavben most are
available and try to adjust the schedule as nedednore informa-
tion, contact choir director Diana Grina at dian2B@3@yahoo.com
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We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Greek
Orthodox Parish of
Hunterdon County’s 7"
Annual Dinner Dance will
be held on Saturday, No-
vember 14, 2009. Formal
invitations are forthcom-

ing.

The G.O.P.H.C. is An-
other Step Closer...To Achieving Our Dream  and
building our own place of worship. This year’s dance
is a celebration of our growth and determination to
establish an everlasting Orthodox presence in
Hunterdon County and we hope that everyone will
attend.

Our parish continues to push the limits of the
possible and translate our vision into reality. This
could not have been accomplished without the con-
tinued support of our stewards, friends, community,
and business leaders. We appreciate everyone’s
continued generosity!

As many of you are aware, the G.O.P.H.C.
commemorative Journal is a true reflection of these
dedicated supporters. Furthermore, it serves to
honor and acknowledge our parish members who
have actively assisted our Church ministries.

We are now accepting reservations for the
2009 Commemorative Journal. This is an opportu-
nity for your family to include a picture and personal
message as well as advertise your business and/or
professional services. This journal will be distributed
at the Annual Dance.

Furthermore, we are also conducting a Pre-
Holiday Raffle and ask that everyone please assist in
selling tickets, in addition to any your family may pur-
chase. A mailing to all our stewards was sent with
raffle tickets for purchase. Tickets are $10 per
chance and winners do not need to be present to
win. The drawing will be held on-site during the An-
nual Dance. Please offer your loved ones, friends,

Proceeds from our Seventh Annual Dinner Dance go the Build-
ing Fund. Closing on a 12-acre property on Voorhees Corner

Rd, Raritan Twp, was scheduled for the end of September.

colleagues, etc., an opportunity to win any of the excit-
ing prizes below:

Can be used as a debit
card.

A portable travel assistant offer-
ing turn-by-turn driving direc-
tions with pre-loaded U.S. and

A wireless reading devise with
over 300,000 books plus U.S.
and international newspapers,
magazines, and blogs available.

For additional information on the 7" Annual
Dance, 2009 Commemorative Journal or Pre-Holiday
Raffle please contact co-chairs: Sofia B. Manoussakis
(908-730-8223 or s_manoussakis@yahoo.com) or
Margaret Panageas (908-437-0272 or mpan-
ageas@hotmail.com).




104 Allerton Road and Route 31 South, Annandale, Nd8801

The church is two miles from Interstate 78, congahfor parishioners from Hunterdon, Somerset, \liadren counties, as well as Pennsylvania.

From the East:

From the North:

Take Interstate 287 North to Interstate 78 WesteTthe Route 31 exit towardrake Route 31 South.

Clinton/Washington/Flemington. Take the ramp towaodite 31 South, Clin-

ton/Flemington. Turn onto Route 31 South. About tites past North

Turn right onto Allerton Road.

Hunterdon Regional High School, turn right ontoeibn Road. The Church ig\pproximate travel time: Washington to Annanda®®-minutes

visible from Route 31. Approximate travel time: Samille to Annandale - 25

minutes

From the South:

Take Route 202/31 North to the Flemington Circlenkthe Flemington Cir-
cle, take Route 31 North. Take the U-turn fromrilgat lane onto Allerton
Road. Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton RoBtte Church will be on
your right. Approximate travel time: FlemingtonAanandale - 15 minutes

From the West:

Take Interstate 78 East into NJ. Merge onto Rolit8&uth toward Fleming-
ton/Trenton. Turn right onto Allerton Road. Appnmite travel time: Easton
to Annandale - 30 minutes

From Doylestown, PA:

Follow Route 202 North into New Jersey. At the Fiegton Circle, take 2nd
exit onto Rt 31 North. Take the U-turn from thehtigane onto Allerton Road
Cross over Route 31 staying on Allerton Road. Charch will be on your
right. Approximate travel time: Doylestown, PA teandale - 45 minutes




